


Out of Many

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   1 1/22/15   2:58 PM



A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   2 1/22/15   2:58 PM

This page intentionally left blank



Out of Many
A History of the American People

John Mack Faragher
Yale University

Mari Jo Buhle
Emerita, Brown University

Daniel Czitrom
Mount Holyoke College

Susan H. Armitage
Emerita, Washington State University

Boston Columbus Indianapolis New York San Francisco Amsterdam  
Cape Town Dubai London Madrid Milan Munich Paris Montréal Toronto 

Delhi Mexico City São Paulo Sydney Hong Kong Seoul Singapore Taipei Tokyo 

combined volume
Eighth Edition

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   3 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Vice President, Editorial Director: Dickson  
 Musselwhite
Executive Editor: Ed Parsons
Editorial Assistant: Amandria Guadalupe
Executive Field Marketer:  
 Wendy Albert
Product Marketing Manager: Jeremy Intal
Managing Editor: Denise Forlow
Program Manager: Seanna Breen
Project Manager: Emsal Hasan
Senior Operations Supervisor: Mary Fischer
Operations Specialist: Mary Ann Gloriande
Art Director: Maria Lange 
Cover Designer: Lumina Datamatics, Inc.

Cover Images (clockwise from top left): Bettmann/ 
CORBIS; The Library of Congress; Archive Pics/ 
Alamy; Nursing-mother-effigy bottle, Cahokia Culture, 
Mississippian Period, 1200–1400 (ceramic), American 
School/St. Louis Museum of Science & Natural 
History, Missouri, US/Photo © The Detroit Institute 
of Arts/Bridgeman Images; INTERFOTO/Alamy

Digital Media Project Manager: Elizabeth Roden Hall
Content and Editorial Development:  
 Ohlinger Publishing Services
Full-Service Project Management and Composition:  
 Lumina Datamatics, Inc.
Printer/Binder: Courier/Kendallville
Cover Printer: Courier/Kendallville

Credits and acknowledgments borrowed from other sources and reproduced, with permission, in this textbook 
appear on appropriate page within text (on pages C-1–C-8).

Copyright © 2016, 2012, 2009, by Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of 
America. This publication is protected by Copyright and permission should be obtained from the publisher 
prior to any prohibited reproduction, storage in a retrieval system, or transmission in any form or by any 
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or likewise. For information regarding permissions, 
request forms and the appropriate contacts within the Pearson Education Global Rights & Permissions  
department, please visit www.pearsoned.com/permissions/.

Many of the designations by manufacturers and seller to distinguish their products are claimed as trademarks. 
Where those designations appear in this book, and the publisher was aware of a trademark claim, the designa-
tions have been printed in initial caps or all caps.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Faragher, John Mack
 Out of many: a history of the American people : combined volume / John Mack Faragher (Yale University), 
Mari Jo Buhle (Emerita, Brown University), Daniel Czitrom (Mount Holyoke College), Susan H. Armitage 
(Emerita, Washington State University). — Eighth edition.
  pages cm
 Includes bibliographical references and index.
 ISBN 978-0-205-95851-1 (combined volume)
 ISBN 0-205-95851-6 (combined volume)
 ISBN 978-0-205-96205-1 (volume 1)
 ISBN 0-205-96205-X (volume 1)
 ISBN 978-0-205-96206-8 (volume 2)
 ISBN 0-205-96206-8 (volume 2)
 1. United States—History—Textbooks. I. Buhle, Mari Jo. II. Czitrom, Daniel J.  
III. Armitage, Susan H. (Susan Hodge). IV. Title.
 E178.1.O935 2015
 973—dc23

2014046736

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Combined Volume Books a la Carte Volume 1
ISBN 10: 0-205-95851-6 ISBN 10: 0-205-96248-3
ISBN 13: 978-0-205-95851-1 ISBN 13: 978-0-205-96248-8

Instructor’s Review Copy Volume 2
ISBN 10: 0-205-95946-6 ISBN 10: 0-205-96206-8
ISBN 13: 978-0-205-95946-4 ISBN 13: 978-0-205-96206-8

Volume 1 Books a la Carte Volume 2
ISBN 10: 0-205-96205-X ISBN 10: 0-205-96247-5
ISBN 13: 978-0-205-96205-1 ISBN 13: 978-0-205-96247-1

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   4 23/01/15   12:42 PM

www.pearsoned.com/permissions/


v

 1 A Continent of Villages to 1500 1

 2 When Worlds Collide 1492–1590 20

 3 Planting Colonies in North America 
1588–1701 38

 4 Slavery and Empire 1441–1770 58

 5 The Cultures of Colonial North  
America 1700–1780 82

 6 From Empire to Independence  
1750–1776 104

 7 The American Revolution  
1776–1786 129

 8 The New Nation 1786–1800 152

 9 An Empire for Liberty 1790–1824 173

 10 The South and Slavery 1790s–1850s 200

 11 The Growth of Democracy  
1824–1840 222

 12 Industry and the North  
1790s–1840s 244

 13 Meeting the Challenges of the New  
Age: Immigration, Urbanization,  
Social Reform 1820s–1850s 266

 14 The Territorial Expansion of the  
United States 1830s–1850s 287

 15 The Coming Crisis, the 1850s 311

 16 The Civil War 1861–1865 335

 17 Reconstruction 1863–1877 361

 18 Conquest and Survival: The  
Trans–Mississippi West 1860–1900 385

 19 Production and Consumption  
in the Gilded Age 1865–1900 409

 20 Democracy and Empire 1870–1900 432

 21 Urban America and the  
Progressive Era 1900–1917 455

 22 A Global Power: The United States  
in the Era of the Great War  
1901–1920 481

 23 The Twenties 1920–1929 506

 24 The Great Depression and the  
New Deal 1929–1940 532

 25 World War II 1941–1945 557

 26 The Cold War Begins 1945–1952 580

 27 America at Mid-Century  
1952–1963 603

 28 The Civil Rights Movement  
1945–1966 627

 29 War Abroad, War at Home  
1965–1974 649

 30 The Conservative Ascendancy  
1974–1991 674

 31 The United States in a Global  
Age 1992–Present 699

Brief Contents

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   5 1/22/15   2:58 PM



A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   6 1/22/15   2:58 PM

This page intentionally left blank



vii

Communities in Conflict xxiii
Seeing History xxv
Maps xxvii
Figures & Tables xxix
Preface xxxi
Acknowledgments xxxix
About the Authors xli
Community & Diversity xliii

 1 A Continent of Villages to 1500 1

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Cahokia: Thirteenth-Century Life on the Mississippi 1

1.1 The First American Settlers 2

1.1.1 Who Are the Indian People? 2

1.1.2 Migration from Asia 3

1.1.3  The Clovis Culture: The First Environmental 
Adaptation 4

1.1.4 New Ways of Living on the Land 5

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The origins of 
Foodways 6

1.2 The Development of Farming 8

1.2.1 Origins in Mexico 8

1.2.2 Increasing Social Complexity 8

1.2.3 The Resisted Revolution 9

1.3 Farming in Early North America 9

1.3.1 Farmers of the Southwest 9

1.3.2 The Anasazis 10

1.3.3 Farmers of the Eastern Woodlands 10

1.3.4 Mississippian Society 11

1.3.5 The Politics of Warfare and Violence 12

1.4  Cultural Regions of North America  
on the Eve of Colonization 12

1.4.1 The Population of Indian America 12

SeeinG HiSTory: An early european image of 
native Americans 13

1.4.2 The Southwest 13

1.4.3 The South 15

1.4.4 The Northeast 16

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 2  When Worlds Collide 1492–1590 20

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: The english at  
roanoke 20

2.1 The Expansion of Europe 21

2.1.1 Western Europe before Columbus 22

2.1.2 The Merchant Class and the Renaissance 22

2.1.3 The New Monarchies 23

2.1.4 The Portuguese Voyages 23

2.1.5 Columbus Reaches the Americas 24

2.2 The Spanish in the Americas 25

2.2.1 The Invasion of America 25

2.2.2 The Destruction of the Indies 26

2.2.3 The Virgin Soil Epidemics 27

2.2.4 The Columbian Exchange 27

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Debate  
over the Justice of the Conquest 28

2.2.5 The Spanish in North America 30

2.2.6 The Spanish New World Empire 32

2.3 Northern Explorations and Encounters 32

2.3.1 Trade, Not Conquest: Fish and Furs 32

2.3.2  The Protestant Reformation and the First 
French Colonies 33

2.3.3  Social Change in Sixteenth-Century England 34

2.3.4 Early English Efforts in the Americas 35

SeeinG HiSTory: A Watercolor from the First 
Algonquian–english encounter 36

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 3  Planting Colonies in North America 
1588–1701 38

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Communities and Diversity in  
Seventeenth-Century Santa Fé 38

3.1  The Spanish, the French, and the Dutch in  
North America 39

3.1.1 New Mexico 39

3.1.2 New France 41

Contents

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   7 1/22/15   2:58 PM



viii Contents

SeeinG HiSTory  41

3.1.3 New Netherland 42

3.2 The Chesapeake: Virginia and Maryland 43

3.2.1 Jamestown and the Powhatan Confederacy 43

3.2.2 Tobacco, Expansion, and Warfare  44

3.2.3 Maryland 45

3.2.4 Community Life in the Chesapeake 46

3.3 The New England Colonies 46

3.3.1 Puritanism 46

3.3.2 Plymouth Colony 46

3.3.3 The Massachusetts Bay Colony 47

3.3.4 Dissent and New Communities 47

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Maypole  
at Merrymount 48

3.3.5 Indians and Puritans 49

3.3.6 The Economy: New England Merchants 49

3.3.7 Community and Family in New England 50

3.3.8 The Position of Women 50

3.3.9 The Salem Witch Trials 51

3.4 The Proprietary Colonies 51

3.4.1 The Carolinas 51

3.4.2 New York and New Jersey 52

3.4.3 The Founding of Pennsylvania 52

3.5 Conflict and War 53

3.5.1 King Philip’s War 53

3.5.2  Bacon’s Rebellion and Southern  
Conflicts 54

3.5.3 The Glorious Revolution in America 55

3.5.4 King William’s War 55

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 4  Slavery and Empire 1441–1770 58

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
rebellion in Stono, South Carolina 58

4.1 The Beginnings of African Slavery 59

4.1.1 Sugar and Slavery 60

4.1.2 West Africans 60

4.2 The African Slave Trade 61

4.2.1 A Global Enterprise 61

4.2.2 The Shock of Enslavement 62

4.2.3 The Middle Passage 63

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Two Views  
of the Middle Passage 66

4.2.4 Political and Economic Effects on Africa 67

4.3  The Development of North American  
Slave Societies 67

4.3.1 Slavery Comes to North America 67

4.3.2 The Tobacco Colonies 68

4.3.3 The Lower South 69

4.3.4 Slavery in the Spanish Colonies 69

4.3.5 Slavery in French Louisiana 70

4.3.6 Slavery in the North 71

4.4 African to African American 71

4.4.1 The Daily Life of Slaves 71

4.4.2 Families and Communities 71

4.4.3 African American Culture 72

4.4.4 The Africanization of the South 72

SeeinG HiSTory: A Musical Celebration  
in the Slave Quarters 73

4.4.5 Violence and Resistance 74

4.5 Slavery and The Economics of Empire 74

4.5.1  Slavery: Foundation of the British Economy 75

4.5.2 The Politics of Mercantilism 76

4.5.3 British Colonial Regulation 77

4.5.4 Wars for Empire 77

4.5.5 The Colonial Economy 78

4.6 Slavery, Prosperity, and Freedom 79

4.6.1 The Social Structure of the Slave Colonies 79

4.6.2 White Skin Privilege 79

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 5  The Cultures of Colonial North  
America 1700–1780 82

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The revival of religion and Community in 
northampton 82

5.1 North American Regions 84

5.1.1 Indian America 84

5.1.2 The Spanish Borderlands 85

5.1.3 The French Crescent 87

5.1.4 New England 89

5.1.5 The Middle Colonies 90

5.1.6 The Backcountry 91

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   8 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Contents ix

SeeinG HiSTory: A Plan of an American  
new Cleared Farm 91

5.1.7 The South 92

5.2 Social and Political Patterns 92

5.2.1  The Persistence of Traditional Culture  
in the New World 92

5.2.2 The Frontier Heritage 93

5.2.3 Population Growth and Immigration 94

5.2.4 Social Class 95

5.2.5 Economic Growth and Economic Inequality 97

5.2.6 Colonial Politics 97

5.3  The Cultural Transformation of British  
North America 98

5.3.1 The Enlightenment Challenge 98

5.3.2 A Decline in Religious Devotion 99

5.3.3 The Great Awakening 99

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The inoculation 
Controversy in Boston, 1721 100

5.3.4 The Politics of Revivalism 102

Conclusion •  Key Terms • Timeline

 6  From Empire to Independence  
1750–1776 104

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The First Continental Congress Begins to  
Shape a national Political Community 104

6.1 The Seven Years’ War in America 106

6.1.1 The Albany Conference of 1754 106

6.1.2 France versus Britain in America 106

6.1.3 Frontier Warfare 107

6.1.4 The Conquest of Canada 107

6.1.5 The Struggle for the West 109

6.2 The Emergence of American Nationalism 111

6.2.1 An American Identity 111

6.2.2 The Press, Politics, and Republicanism 111

6.2.3 The Sugar and Stamp Acts 112

6.2.4 The Stamp Act Crisis 113

6.3 “Save Your Money and Save Your Country” 114

6.3.1 The Townshend Revenue Acts 114

6.3.2 An Early Political Boycott 114

6.3.3 The Massachusetts Circular Letter 115

6.3.4 The Boston Massacre 116

6.4 From Resistance to Rebellion 117

6.4.1 Committees of Correspondence 117

6.4.2 The Boston Tea Party 117

SeeinG HiSTory: The Bostonians Paying  
the excise-Man, or Tarring and Feathering 118

6.4.3 The Intolerable Acts 118

6.4.4 The First Continental Congress 119

6.4.5 Lexington and Concord 120

6.5 Deciding for Independence 121

6.5.1 The Second Continental Congress 122

6.5.2 Canada and the Spanish Borderlands 122

6.5.3 Fighting in the North and South 123

6.5.4 No Turning Back 124

6.5.5 The Declaration of Independence 125

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Debate  
over independence 126

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 7  The American Revolution 1776–1786 129

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: A national  
Community evolves at Valley Forge 129

7.1 The War for Independence 130

7.1.1 The Patriot Forces 131

7.1.2 The Toll of War 132

7.1.3 The Loyalists 132

7.1.4 Women and the War 133

7.1.5  The Campaign for New York and  
New Jersey 133

7.1.6 The Northern Campaigns of 1777 134

7.1.7 A Global Conflict 135

7.1.8  Indian Peoples and the Revolution  
in the West 135

7.1.9 The War in the South 136

7.1.10 The Yorktown Surrender 138

SeeinG HiSTory: The Surrender of Lord  
Cornwallis 139

7.2  The United States in Congress  
Assembled 139

7.2.1 The Articles of Confederation 139

7.2.2 Financing the War 140

7.2.3 Negotiating Independence 141

7.2.4 The Crisis of Demobilization 141

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   9 1/22/15   2:58 PM



x Contents

7.2.5 The Problem of the West 143

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Washington  
and the newburgh Conspiracy 144

7.3 Revolutionary Politics in the States 147

7.3.1 A New Democratic Ideology 147

7.3.2 The First State Constitutions 147

7.3.3 Declarations of Rights 147

7.3.4 The Spirit of Reform 148

7.3.5 African Americans and the Revolution 149

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 8  The New Nation 1786–1800 152

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
A rural Massachusetts Community  
rises in Defense of Liberty 152

8.1 The Crisis of the 1780s 154

8.1.1 The Economic Crisis 154

8.1.2 State Remedies 154

8.1.3 Toward a New National Government 155

8.2 The New Constitution 155

8.2.1 The Constitutional Convention 155

8.2.2 Ratifying the New Constitution 156

8.2.3 The Bill of Rights 157

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Controversy  
over ratification 158

8.3 The First Federal Administration 159

8.3.1 The Washington Presidency 159

8.3.2 The Federal Judiciary 160

8.3.3 Hamilton’s Fiscal Program 160

8.3.4 American Foreign Policy 161

8.3.5 The United States and the Indian Peoples 162

8.3.6 Spanish Florida and British Canada 163

SeeinG HiSTory: The Columbian Tragedy 164

8.3.7 The Crises of 1794 164

8.3.8 Settling Disputes with Britain and Spain 165

8.3.9 Washington’s Farewell Address 166

8.4 Federalists and Democratic-Republicans 166

8.4.1 The Rise of Political Parties 166

8.4.2 The Adams Presidency 166

8.4.3 The Alien and Sedition Acts 166

8.4.4 The Revolution of 1800 168

8.4.5 Democratic Political Culture 169

8.5 “The Rising Glory of America” 169

8.5.1 The Liberty of the Press 169

8.5.2 Books, Books, Books 170

8.5.3 Women on the Intellectual Scene 170

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 9  An Empire for Liberty 1790–1824 173

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
expansion Touches Mandan Villages  
on the upper Missouri 173

9.1  North American Communities from  
Coast to Coast 175

9.1.1 The New Nation 175

9.1.2  To the North: British North America and  
Russian America 176

9.1.3  To the West and South: The Spanish  
Empire, Haiti, and the Caribbean 176

9.1.4 Trans-Appalachia 177

9.2 A National Economy 177

9.2.1  Cotton and the Economy of the Young 
Republic 177

9.2.2 Neutral Shipping in a World at War 178

9.3 The Jefferson Presidency 179

9.3.1 Republican Agrarianism 179

9.3.2 Jefferson’s Government 180

9.3.3 An Independent Judiciary 180

9.3.4 Opportunity: The Louisiana Purchase 181

9.3.5 Incorporating Louisiana 183

9.3.6  Texas and the Struggle for Mexican  
Independence 183

9.4 Renewed Imperial Rivalry in North America 183

9.4.1 Problems with Neutral Rights 183

9.4.2 The Embargo Act 184

9.4.3  Madison and the Failure of “Peaceable 
Coercion” 184

9.4.4 A Contradictory Indian Policy 184

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Christianizing  
the indian 185

9.5 Indian Alternatives and the War of 1812 186

9.5.1  The Pan-Indian Military Resistance  
Movement 186

9.5.2 The War of 1812 188

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   10 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Contents xi

SeeinG HiSTory: “A Scene on the Frontiers  
as Practiced by the ‘Humane’ British and their  
‘Worthy’ Allies” 190

9.6 Defining the Boundaries 191

9.6.1 Another Westward Surge 191

9.6.2  The Election of 1816 and the Era  
of Good Feelings 194

9.6.3 The Diplomacy of John Quincy Adams 194

9.6.4 The Panic of 1819 195

9.6.5 The Missouri Compromise 196

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 10  The South and Slavery 1790s–1850s 200

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Cotton Communities in the old Southwest 200

10.1 King Cotton and Southern Expansion 201

10.1.1  Cotton and Expansion into the Old  
Southwest 201

10.1.2 Slavery the Mainspring—Again 203

10.1.3 A Slave Society in a Changing World 203

10.1.4  The Second Middle Passage: The Internal  
Slave Trade 204

10.2 The African American Community 205

10.2.1 The Mature American Slave System 205

10.2.2 The Growth of the Slave Community 206

10.2.3 From Cradle to Grave 206

10.2.4 Field Work and the Gang Labor System 206

10.2.5 House Servants and Skilled Workers 207

10.2.6 Slave Families 208

10.3 Freedom and Resistance 208

10.3.1 African American Religion 209

10.3.2 Other Kinds of Resistance 210

10.3.3 Slave Revolts 210

10.3.4 Free African Americans 211

10.4 The White Majority 211

10.4.1 Poor White People 211

10.4.2 Southern “Plain Folk” 212

10.4.3 The Middling Ranks 213

10.5 Planters 213

10.5.1 Small Slave Owners 213

10.5.2 The Planter Elite 214

10.5.3 Creating a Plantation Ideology 214

10.5.4 Coercion and Violence 215

SeeinG HiSTory: “Gordon under Medical  
inspection” 216

10.6 The Defense of Slavery 216

10.6.1 Developing Pro-Slavery Arguments 217

10.6.2 After Nat Turner 217

10.6.3 Changes in the South 218

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Who Benefits  
from Slavery? 219

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 11  The Growth of Democracy 1824–1840 222

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
A Political Community Abandons Deference  
for Democracy 222

11.1  The New Democratic Politics in  
North America 223

11.1.1  Struggles over Popular Rights: Mexico,  
the Caribbean, Canada 223

11.1.2 The Expansion and Limits of Suffrage 224

11.1.3 The Election of 1824 225

11.1.4 The New Popular Democratic Culture 226

11.1.5 The Election of 1828 228

11.2 The Jackson Presidency 229

11.2.1 A Popular President 229

11.2.2 A Strong Executive 229

11.2.3  The Nation’s Leader versus Sectional 
Spokesmen 229

SeeinG HiSTory: President’s Levee, or all  
Creation Going to the White House 230

11.3 Changing the Course of Government 233

11.3.1 Indian Removal 233

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: indian removal,  
Pro and Con 234

11.3.2 Internal Improvements 234

11.3.3  Federal and State Support for Private  
Enterprise 235

11.3.4 The Bank War 236

11.3.5 Whigs, Van Buren, and the Panic of 1837 237

11.4 The Second American Party System 238

11.4.1 Whigs and Democrats 238

11.4.2 The Campaign of 1840 239

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   11 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xii Contents

11.4.3  The Whig Victory Turns to Loss:  
The Tyler Presidency 239

11.5 American Arts and Letters 240

11.5.1  Popular Cultures and the Spread of the 
Written Word 240

11.5.2 Creating a National American Culture 240

11.5.3 Artists and Builders 242

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline 

 12  Industry and the North 1790s–1840s 244

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Women Factory Workers Form a Community in 
Lowell, Massachusetts 244

12.1 The Transportation Revolution 245

12.1.1 Roads 245

12.1.2 Canals and Steamboats 246

12.1.3 Railroads 247

SeeinG HiSTory: industrialization and rural  
Life 248

12.1.4  The Effects of the Transportation  
Revolution 248

12.2 The Market Revolution 249

12.2.1 The Accumulation of Capital 250

12.2.2 The Putting-Out System 250

12.2.3 The Spread of Commercial Markets 251

12.3 The Yankee West 251

12.3.1 New Routes West 251

12.3.2  Commercial Agriculture in the Old  
Northwest 252

12.3.3  Transportation Changes Affect  
Western Cities 252

12.4 Industrialization Begins 253

12.4.1  British Technology and American  
Industrialization 253

12.4.2 The Lowell Mills 254

12.4.3 Family Mills 254

12.4.4  “The American System of  
Manufactures” 254

12.5 From Artisan to Worker 256

12.5.1 Preindustrial Ways of Working 256

12.5.2 Mechanization and Gender 257

12.5.3 Time, Work, and Leisure 257

12.5.4 Free Labor 258

12.5.5 Early Strikes 258

12.6 The New Middle Class 259

12.6.1 Wealth and Rank 259

12.6.2 Religion and Personal Life 259

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Two Mill Girls  
Disagree about Conditions at Lowell 260

12.6.3 The New Middle-Class Family 261

12.6.4 Middle-Class Children 262

12.6.5 Sentimentalism and Transcendentalism 263

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 13  Meeting the Challenges of the New  
Age: Immigration, Urbanization,  
Social Reform 1820s–1850s 266

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Women reformers of Seneca Falls respond  
to the Market revolution 266

13.1 Immigration and the City 268

13.1.1 The Growth of Cities 268

13.1.2 Patterns of Immigration 268

13.1.3 Irish Immigration 268

13.1.4 German Immigration 269

13.1.5 The Chinese in California 269

13.1.6 Ethnic Neighborhoods 270

13.2 Urban Problems 270

13.2.1 New Living Patterns in the Cities 271

13.2.2 Ethnicity in Urban Popular Culture 272

SeeinG HiSTory: P.T. Barnum’s Famous  
“Curiosity:” General Tom Thumb 272

13.2.3  The Labor Movement and Urban  
Politics 273

13.2.4 Civic Order 273

13.2.5 Free African Americans in the Cities 275

13.3 Social Reform Movements 276

13.3.1 Religion, Reform, and Social Control 276

13.3.2 Education and Women Teachers 277

13.3.3 Temperance 278

13.3.4 Moral Reform, Asylums, and Prisons 279

13.3.5 Utopianism and Mormonism 279

13.4 Antislavery and Abolitionism 280

13.4.1 African Americans against Slavery 280

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   12 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Contents xiii

13.4.2 The American Colonization Society 281

13.4.3 White Abolitionists 281

13.4.4 Abolitionism and Politics 282

13.5 The Women’s Rights Movement 283

13.5.1 The Grimké Sisters 283

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: When Women  
Speak up 284

13.5.2 Women’s Rights 284

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 14  The Territorial Expansion of the  
United States 1830s–1850s 287

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Texans and Tejanos “remember the Alamo!” 287

14.1  Learning the Geography of Indian  
Country 289

14.1.1 The Fur Trade 289

14.1.2 Government-Sponsored Exploration 289

14.1.3 Expansion and Indian Policy 289

14.2 American Frontiers 291

14.2.1 Frontiers of Accommodation 291

14.2.2  Manifest Destiny, an Expansionist  
Ideology 291

14.2.3 The Overland Trails 293

14.2.4 Oregon 294

14.2.5 The Santa Fé Trade 297

14.2.6 Mexican Texas 297

14.2.7 Americans in Texas 298

14.2.8 The Republic of Texas 298

14.3  Origins and Outcomes of the  
Mexican-American War 300

14.3.1 Origins of the War 300

14.3.2 Mr. Polk’s War 301

14.3.3  The Press and Popular War  
Enthusiasm 303

14.4 The Gold Rush Changes California 303

14.4.1 Early American Settlement 303

14.4.2 Gold! 304

SeeinG HiSTory: War news from Mexico 304

14.4.3 Mining Camps 305

14.5 Expansion and the Election of 1848 306

14.5.1 The Wilmot Proviso 306

14.5.2 The Free-Soil Movement 307

14.5.3 The Election of 1848 307

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Sectional  
Split over the expansion of Slavery 308

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 15  The Coming Crisis, the 1850s 311

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
illinois Communities Debate Slavery 311

15.1 America in 1850 313

15.1.1 Expansion and Growth 313

15.1.2 Politics, Culture, and National Identity 314

15.2 Cracks in National Unity 314

15.2.1 The Compromise of 1850 315

15.2.2 Political Parties Split over Slavery 316

15.2.3 Congressional Divisions 316

15.2.4 Two Communities, Two Perspectives 317

15.2.5 The Fugitive Slave Law 317

15.2.6 The Election of 1852 319

15.2.7  “Young America”: The Politics of  
Expansion 319

15.3 The Crisis of the National Party System 319

15.3.1 The Kansas-Nebraska Act 320

15.3.2 “Bleeding Kansas” 321

15.3.3 The Politics of Nativism 322

SeeinG HiSTory: Brooks Beats Sumner 322

15.3.4  The Republican Party and the  
Election of 1856 323

15.4 The Differences Deepen 324

15.4.1 The Dred Scott Decision 324

15.4.2 The Lecompton Constitution 325

15.4.3 The Panic of 1857 326

15.4.4 John Brown’s Raid 326

15.5 The South Secedes 328

15.5.1 The Election of 1860 328

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Debate  
over immigration 329

15.5.2 The South Leaves the Union 330

15.5.3 The North’s Political Options 331

15.5.4 Establishment of the Confederacy 331

15.5.5 Lincoln’s Inauguration 332

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   13 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xiv Contents

 16  The Civil War 1861–1865 335

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Mother Bickerdyke Connects northern  
Communities to Their Boys at War 335

16.1 Communities Mobilize for War 337

16.1.1 Fort Sumter: The War Begins 337

16.1.2 The Border States 338

16.1.3 The Battle of Bull Run 339

16.1.4  The Relative Strengths of North  
and South 339

16.2 The Governments Organize for War 340

16.2.1 Lincoln Takes Charge 340

16.2.2  Expanding the Power of the Federal 
Government 340

16.2.3 Diplomatic Objectives 341

16.2.4  Jefferson Davis Tries to Unify  
the Confederacy 341

16.2.5 Contradictions of Southern Nationalism 341

16.3 The Fighting through 1862 342

16.3.1 The War in Northern Virginia 342

16.3.2 Shiloh and the War for the Mississippi 343

16.3.3 The War in the Trans-Mississippi West 344

16.3.4 The Naval War 345

16.3.5 The Black Response 345

16.4 The Death of Slavery 345

16.4.1 The Politics of Emancipation 346

16.4.2 Black Fighting Men 346

SeeinG HiSTory: Come and Join us Brothers 348

16.5 The Front Lines and the Home Front 348

16.5.1 The Toll of War 349

16.5.2 Army Nurses 350

16.5.3 The Life of the Common Soldier 350

16.5.4 Wartime Politics 350

16.5.5  Economic and Social Strains on the North 351

16.5.6 The New York City Draft Riots 351

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Limits  
of Civil Liberties in Wartime 352

16.5.7 The Failure of Southern Nationalism 352

16.6 The Tide Turns 354

16.6.1 The Turning Point of 1863 354

16.6.2 Grant and Sherman 355

16.6.3 The 1864 Election 356

16.6.4 Nearing the End 356

16.6.5 Appomattox 357

16.6.6 Death of a President 358

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 17  Reconstruction 1863–1877 361

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Hale County, Alabama: From Slavery to  
Freedom in a Black Belt Community 361

17.1 The Politics of Reconstruction 363

17.1.1 The Defeated South 363

17.1.2 Abraham Lincoln’s Plan 363

17.1.3  Andrew Johnson and Presidential 
Reconstruction 365

17.1.4  Free Labor and the Radical  
Republican Vision 365

17.1.5  Congressional Reconstruction and the  
Impeachment Crisis 366

17.1.6 The Election of 1868 367

17.1.7 Woman Suffrage and Reconstruction 369

17.2 The Meaning of Freedom 369

17.2.1 Moving About 369

17.2.2  African American Families, Churches,  
and Schools 370

17.2.3 Land and Labor after Slavery 371

17.2.4 The Origins of African American Politics 372

SeeinG HiSTory: Changing images of  
reconstruction 373

17.3 Southern Politics and Society 374

17.3.1 Southern Republicans 374

17.3.2  Reconstructing the States: A Mixed  
Record 374

17.3.3 White Resistance and “Redemption” 375

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Ku Klux  
Klan in Alabama 376

17.3.4  King Cotton: Sharecroppers, Tenants,  
and the Southern Environment 378

17.4 Reconstructing the North 378

17.4.1 The Age of Capital 379

17.4.2  Liberal Republicans and the Election  
of 1872 381

17.4.3 The Depression of 1873 381

17.4.4 The Electoral Crisis of 1876 381

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   14 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Contents xv

 18  Conquest and Survival: The  
Trans–Mississippi West 1860–1900 385

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The oklahoma Land rush 385

18.1 Indian Peoples Under Siege 387

18.1.1 Indian Territory and Reservation Policy 387

18.1.2 The Indian Wars 389

18.1.3 The Nez Perces 390

18.2 The Internal Empire 390

18.2.1 Mining Towns 390

18.2.2 Mormon Settlements 392

18.2.3 Mexican Borderland Communities 392

18.3 The Open Range 394

18.3.1 The Long Drives 394

18.3.2 The Sporting Life 394

SeeinG HiSTory: The Legendary Cowboy:  
nat Love, Deadwood Dick 395

18.3.3 Frontier Violence and Range Wars 395

18.4 Farming Communities 396

18.4.1 Populating the Plains 396

18.4.2 Work, Dawn to Dusk 397

18.4.3 New Production Technologies 398

18.4.4 The Toll on the Environment 399

18.5 The Western Landscape 400

18.5.1 Nature’s Majesty 400

18.5.2 The Legendary Wild West 400

18.5.3 The “American Primitive” 402

18.6 The Transformation of Indian Societies 402

18.6.1 Reform Policy and Politics 403

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Carlisle  
indian industrial School 404

18.6.2 The Ghost Dance 405

18.6.3 Endurance and Rejuvenation 406

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline 

 19  Production and Consumption in the 
Gilded Age 1865–1900 409

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Haymarket Square, Chicago, May 4, 1886 409

19.1  The Rise of Industry, the Triumph  
of Business 411

19.1.1 Mechanization Takes Command 411

19.1.2 Expanding the Market for Goods 412

19.1.3 Integration, Combination, and Merger 413
19.1.4 The Gospel of Wealth 413

SeeinG HiSTory: The Standard oil Company 414

19.2 Labor in the Age of Big Business 415

19.2.1 The Wage System 415

19.2.2 The Knights of Labor 416

19.2.3 The American Federation of Labor 417

19.3 The New South 417

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: regulating the  
Conditions and Limiting the Hours of Labor  
in the State of illinois 418

19.3.1 An Internal Colony 419

19.3.2 Southern Labor 419

19.3.3  The Transformation of Piedmont 
Communities 420

19.4 The Industrial City 421

19.4.1 Populating the City 421

19.4.2 The Urban Landscape 422

19.4.3 The City and the Environment 423

19.5 The Rise of Consumer Society 424

19.5.1 “Conspicuous Consumption” 424

19.5.2 Self-Improvement and the Middle Class 424

19.5.3 Life in the Streets 425

19.6 Cultures in Conflict, Culture in Common 426

19.6.1 Education 426

19.6.2 Leisure and Public Space 428

19.6.3 National Pastimes 429

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline 

 20  Democracy and Empire 1870–1900 432

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The Annexation of Hawai’i 432

20.1 Toward a National Governing Class 434

20.1.1 The Growth of Government 434

20.1.2 The Machinery of Politics 434

20.1.3  The Spoils System and Civil  
Service Reform 435

20.2  Farmers and Workers Organize Their 
Communities 436

20.2.1 The Grange 436

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   15 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xvi Contents

20.2.2 The Farmers’ Alliance 437

20.2.3 Workers Search for Power 437

20.2.4 Women Build Alliances 438

20.2.5 Populism and the People’s Party 439

20.3 The Crisis of the 1890s 439

20.3.1 Financial Collapse and Depression 439

20.3.2  Strikes: Coeur d’Alene, Homestead,  
and Pullman 440

20.3.3 The Social Gospel 441

20.4 Politics of Reform, Politics of Order 442

20.4.1 The Free Silver Issue 442

20.4.2 Populism’s Last Campaigns 442

20.4.3 The Republican Triumph 443

20.4.4 Nativism and Jim Crow 444

20.5 The Path to Imperialism 445

20.5.1 All the World’s a Fair 445

20.5.2 The “Imperialism of Righteousness” 446

SeeinG HiSTory: The White Man’s Burden 446

20.5.3 The Quest for Empire 447

20.5.4 The Spanish-American War  449

20.5.5 Critics of Empire 451

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Two Sides of  
Anti-imperialism 452

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 21  Urban America and the Progressive  
Era 1900–1917 455

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The Henry Street Settlement House: Women  
Settlement House Workers Create a  
Community of reform 455

21.1 The Origins of Progressivism 457

21.1.1 Unifying Themes 457

21.1.2 New Journalism: Muckraking 457

SeeinG HiSTory: Photographing Poverty  
in the Slums of new york 458

21.1.3 Intellectual Trends Promoting Reform 459

21.1.4 The Female Dominion 460

21.2 Progressive Politics in Cities and States 461

21.2.1 The Urban Machine 461

21.2.2 Progressives and Urban Reform 462

21.2.3 Statehouse Progressives 462

21.3 Social Control and its Limits 463

21.3.1 The Prohibition Movement 463

21.3.2 The Social Evil 464

21.3.3 The Redemption of Leisure 464

21.3.4 Standardizing Education 464

21.4 Challenges to Progressivism 465

21.4.1 The New Global Immigration 465

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Debating  
Prohibition in Progressive-era ohio 466

21.4.2 Urban Ghettos 469

21.4.3 Company Towns 470

21.4.4  Competing Visions of Unionism:  
The AFL and the IWW 470

21.4.5 Rebels in Bohemia 471

21.5  Women’s Movements and Black  
Activism 472

21.5.1 The New Woman 472

21.5.2 Birth Control 472

21.5.3 Racism and Accommodation 473

21.5.4  Racial Justice, the NAACP, and Black 
Women’s Activism 474

21.6 National Progressivism 475

21.6.1  Theodore Roosevelt and Presidential 
Activism 475

21.6.2 Trust-Busting and Regulation 475

21.6.3 The Birth of Environmentalism 476

21.6.4 The Election of 1912: A Four-Way Race 476

21.6.5 Woodrow Wilson’s First Term 478

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 22  A Global Power: The United States  
in the Era of the Great War  
1901–1920 481

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The American expeditionary Force in France 481

22.1 Becoming a World Power 483

22.1.1 Roosevelt: The Big Stick 483

22.1.2 Taft: Dollar Diplomacy 484

22.1.3  Wilson: Moralism and Intervention in  
Mexico 484

22.2 The Great War 486

22.2.1 The Guns of August 487

22.2.2 American Neutrality 487

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   16 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Contents xvii

22.2.3 Preparedness and Peace 487

22.2.4 Safe for Democracy 488

22.3 American Mobilization 489

22.3.1 Selling the War 489

22.3.2 Fading Opposition to War 489

22.3.3 “You’re in the Army Now” 490

SeeinG HiSTory: Selling War 490

22.3.4 Racism in the Military 491

22.3.5 Americans in Battle 491

22.3.6  The Russian Revolution, the Fourteen  
Points, and Allied Victory 492

22.4 Over Here 493

22.4.1 Organizing the Economy 493

22.4.2 The Government–Business Partnership 494

22.4.3 Labor and the War 494

22.4.4 Women at Work 495

22.4.5 Woman Suffrage 496

22.4.6 Prohibition 496

22.4.7 Public Health and the Influenza Pandemic 497

22.5 Repression and Reaction 498

22.5.1  Muzzling Dissent: The Espionage and  
Sedition Acts 498

22.5.2 The Great Migration and Racial Tensions 498

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The War at  
Home in Wisconsin 500

22.5.3 Labor Strife 501

22.6 An Uneasy Peace 502

22.6.1  Peacemaking and the Specter of  
Bolshevism 502

22.6.2 Wilson in Paris 503

22.6.3 The Treaty Fight 503

22.6.4 The Red Scare 503

22.6.5 The Election of 1920 504

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline 

 23  The Twenties 1920–1929 506

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The Movie Audience and Hollywood: Mass  
Culture Creates a new national Community 506

23.1 Postwar Prosperity and Its Price 508

23.1.1 The Second Industrial Revolution 508

23.1.2 The Modern Corporation 508

23.1.3 Welfare Capitalism 509

23.1.4 The Auto Age 510

23.1.5 Cities and Suburbs 511

23.2 The State, the Economy, and Business 511

23.2.1 Harding and Coolidge 512

23.2.2  Herbert Hoover and the  
“Associative State” 512

23.2.3  War Debts, Reparations, Keeping  
the Peace 513

23.2.4 Global Commerce and U.S. Foreign Policy 513

23.2.5 Weakened Agriculture, Ailing Industries 513

23.3 The New Mass Culture 514

23.3.1 Movie-Made America 514

SeeinG HiSTory: Creating Celebrity 515

23.3.2 Radio Broadcasting 516

23.3.3 New Forms of Journalism 517

23.3.4 Advertising Modernity 517

23.3.5  The Phonograph and the Recording  
Industry 517

23.3.6 Sports and Celebrity 518

23.3.7 A New Morality? 519

23.4 Modernity and Traditionalism 520

23.4.1 Prohibition 520

23.4.2 Immigration Restriction 520

23.4.3 The Ku Klux Klan 521

23.4.4 Fundamentalism in Religion 522

23.5 Promises Postponed 523

23.5.1 Feminism in Transition 523

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Scopes  
Trial in Dayton, Tennessee 524

23.5.2 Mexican Immigration 525

23.5.3 The “New Negro” 527

23.5.4 Alienated Intellectuals 528

23.5.5 The Election of 1928 529

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline 

 24  The Great Depression and the New  
Deal 1929–1940 532

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Sit-Down Strike at Flint: Automobile Workers  
organize a new union 532

24.1 Hard Times 534

24.1.1  Underlying Weaknesses of the 1920s 
Economy 534

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   17 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xviii Contents

24.1.2 The Bull Market and the Crash 534

24.1.3 Mass Unemployment 535

24.1.4 Hoover’s Failure 536

24.1.5 A Global Crisis and the Election of 1932 537

24.2 FDR and the First New Deal 538

24.2.1 FDR the Man 538

24.2.2  “The Only Thing We Have to Fear”:  
Restoring Confidence 538

24.2.3 The Hundred Days 539

24.2.4 Roosevelt’s Critics, Right and Left 540

24.3 Left Turn and the Second New Deal 541

24.3.1 The Second Hundred Days 541

24.3.2 Labor’s Upsurge: Rise of the CIO 542

24.3.3 The New Deal Coalition at High Tide 543

24.4 The New Deal in the South and West 543

24.4.1  Modernizing Southern Farming and 
Landholding 543

24.4.2  An Environmental Disaster:  
The Dust Bowl 544

24.4.3 Water Policy 545

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Californians  
Face the influx of “Dust Bowl” Migrants 546

24.4.4 A New Deal for Indians 548

24.5 The Limits of Reform 548

24.5.1 Court Packing 548

24.5.2 The Women’s Network 548

24.5.3 A New Deal for Minorities? 549

24.5.4  The Roosevelt Recession and the  
Ebbing of the New Deal 550

24.6 Depression-Era Culture 550

24.6.1 A New Deal for the Arts 551

24.6.2 The Documentary Impulse 551

24.6.3 Waiting for Lefty 552

SeeinG HiSTory: Documenting Hard Times  
in Black and White and Color 553

24.6.4  Raising Spirits: Film, Radio, and the  
Swing Era 553

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline 

 25  World War II 1941–1945 557

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Los Alamos, new Mexico 557

25.1 The Coming of World War II 558

25.1.1 The Shadows of War Across the Globe 558

25.1.2 Roosevelt Readies for War 559

25.1.3 Pearl Harbor 560

25.2 The Great Arsenal of Democracy 560

25.2.1 Mobilizing for War 561

25.2.2 Organizing the War Economy 561

25.2.3 New Workers 562

SeeinG HiSTory: norman rockwell’s  
“rosie, the riveter” 563

25.3 The Home Front 563

25.3.1 Families in Wartime 564

25.3.2 The Internment of Japanese Americans 565

25.3.3 “Double V”: Victory at Home and Abroad 565

25.3.4 Zoot Suit Riots 566

25.3.5 Popular Culture and “The Good War” 566

25.4 Men and Women in Uniform 567

25.4.1 Creating the Armed Forces 567

25.4.2 Women Enter the Military 567

25.4.3 Old Practices and New Horizons 568

25.4.4 The Medical Corps 569

25.5 The World at War 569

25.5.1 Soviets Halt Nazi Drive 569

25.5.2 The Allied Invasion of Europe 571

25.5.3 The War in Asia and the Pacific 573

25.5.4 The Last Stages of War 575

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: on Deploying  
the Atomic Bomb 576

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 26  The Cold War Begins 1945–1952 580

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
university of Washington, Seattle: Students  
and Faculty Face the Cold War 580

26.1 Global Insecurities at War’s End 581

26.1.1 Financing the Future 581

26.1.2 The Division of Europe 582

26.1.3  The United Nations and Hopes  
for Collective Security 583

26.2 The Policy of Containment 584

26.2.1 The Truman Doctrine 584

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   18 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Contents xix

26.2.2 The Marshall Plan 584

26.2.3  The Berlin Crisis and the Formation  
of NATO 585

26.2.4 Atomic Diplomacy 586

26.3 Cold War Liberalism 586

26.3.1 “To Err Is Truman” 586

26.3.2 The National Security Programs 587

26.3.3 The 1948 Election 588

26.3.4 The Fair Deal 589

26.4 The Cold War at Home 590

26.4.1 The Second Red Scare 590

26.4.2 McCarthyism 590

26.4.3 An Anxious Mood 591

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Congress  
and the red Scare 592

SeeinG HiSTory: The Hollywood Film  
Invasion, U.S.A 595

26.4.4  Military-Industrial Communities in the 
American West 595

26.4.5 “The American Way” 596

26.5 Stalemate for the Democrats 597

26.5.1  Democratizing Japan and “Losing”  
China 597

26.5.2 The Korean War 597

26.5.3 The Price of National Security 598

26.5.4 “I Like Ike”: The Election of 1952 599

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 27  America at Mid-Century 1952–1963 603

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Popular Music in Memphis 603

27.1 Under the Cold War’s Shadow 604

27.1.1 The Eisenhower Presidency 605

27.1.2 The “New Look” in Foreign Affairs 605

27.1.3 Covert Action 607

27.1.4 Global Interventions 607

27.2 The Affluent Society 609

27.2.1 Subsidizing Prosperity 609

27.2.2 Suburban Life 610

27.2.3 Organized Labor and the AFL-CIO 611

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: integrating  
Levittown, Pennsylvania 612

27.2.4 Lonely Crowds and Organization Men 614

27.2.5 The Expansion of Higher Education 614

27.2.6 Health and Medicine 614

27.3 Youth Culture 615

27.3.1 The Youth Market 615

27.3.2 “Hail! Hail! Rock ‘n’ Roll!” 615

27.3.3 Almost Grown 616

27.3.4 Deviance and Delinquency 616

27.4 Mass Culture and Its Discontents 617

27.4.1 Television: Tube of Plenty 617

27.4.2 Television and Politics 618

27.4.3 Culture Critics 618

27.5 The Coming of the New Frontier 619

27.5.1 The Election of 1960 619

27.5.2 New Frontier Liberalism 620

27.5.3 Kennedy and the Cold War 621

27.5.4 The Cuban Revolution and the Bay of Pigs 622

27.5.5 The 1962 Missile Crisis 623

27.5.6 The Assassination of President Kennedy 623

SeeinG HiSTory: Televising a national Tragedy 624

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 28  The Civil Rights Movement  
1945–1966 627

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
The Montgomery Bus Boycott: An African  
American Community Challenges Segregation 627

28.1 Origins of the Movement 629

28.1.1 Civil Rights after World War II 629

28.1.2 The Segregated South 630

28.1.3 Brown v. Board of Education 631

28.1.4 Crisis in Little Rock 632

SeeinG HiSTory: Visualizing Civil rights 633

28.2 No Easy Road to Freedom, 1957–1962 633

28.2.1 Martin Luther King Jr. and the SCLC 634

28.2.2 Sit-Ins: Greensboro, Nashville, Atlanta 634

28.2.3 SNCC and the “Beloved Community” 635

28.2.4 The Election of 1960 and Civil Rights 636

28.2.5 Freedom Rides 636

28.2.6  The Albany Movement: The Limits  
of Protest 638

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   19 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xx Contents

28.3 The Movement at High Tide, 1963–1965 639

28.3.1 Birmingham 639

28.3.2 JFK and the March on Washington 639

28.3.3 LBJ and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 640

28.3.4 Mississippi Freedom Summer 641

28.3.5 Malcolm X and Black Consciousness 642

28.3.6  Selma and the Voting Rights  
Act of 1965 643

28.4 Civil Rights Beyond Black and White 644

28.4.1  Mexican Americans and Mexican  
Immigrants 644

28.4.2 Puerto Ricans 645

28.4.3 Japanese Americans 646

28.4.4 Indian Peoples 646

28.4.5  Remaking the Golden Door:  
The Immigration and Nationality  
Act of 1965 647

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline 

 29  War Abroad, War at Home 1965–1974 649

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
uptown, Chicago, illinois 649

29.1 The Vietnam War 650

29.1.1 Johnson’s War 650

29.1.2 Deeper into the Quagmire 651

29.1.3 The Credibility Gap 652

29.2 A Generation in Conflict 652

29.2.1 “The Times They Are A-Changin’” 652

29.2.2 From Campus Protest to Mass Mobilization 653

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: The Prospects  
for Peace in Vietnam, April 1965 654

29.2.3 Teenage Soldiers 656

29.3 War on Poverty 656
29.3.1 The Great Society 656

29.3.2 Crisis in the Cities 657

29.3.3 Urban Uprisings 658

29.4 1968: Year of Turmoil 659
29.4.1 The Tet Offensive 659

29.4.2 King, the War, and the Assassination 661

29.4.3 The Democrats in Disarray 661

29.4.4 “The Whole World Is Watching!” 661

29.4.5 The Republican Victory 662

29.5 The Politics of Identity 663
29.5.1 Black Power 663

29.5.2 Sisterhood Is Powerful 664

29.5.3 Gay Liberation 665

29.5.4 The Chicano Rebellion 665

29.5.5 Red Power 666

29.5.6 The Asian American Movement 666

29.6 The Nixon Presidency 667
29.6.1 Domestic Policy 668

29.6.2 Nixon’s War 668

SeeinG HiSTory: Kim Phuc, Fleeing  
a napalm Attack near Trang Bang 670

29.6.3 Nixon’s Foreign Policy 671

29.6.4 Dirty Tricks and the 1972 Election 671

29.6.5 Watergate: Nixon’s Downfall 672

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 30  The Conservative Ascendancy  
1974–1991 674

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Grassroots Conservatism in orange County,  
California 674

30.1 The Overextended Society 675

30.1.1 A Troubled Economy 676

30.1.2 The Endangered Environment 677

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: Three Mile  
island, Pennsylvania 678

30.1.3  “Lean Years Presidents”: Ford and  
Carter 680

30.1.4 The Limits of Global Power 680

30.1.5 The Iran Hostage Crisis 682

30.2 The New Right 682

30.2.1 Neoconservatism 682

30.2.2 The Religious Right 682

30.2.3 The Pro-Family Movement 683

30.2.4 The 1980 Election 683

30.3 The Reagan Revolution 684

30.3.1 Reaganomics 684

SeeinG HiSTory: The inaugurations  
of Carter and reagan 685

30.3.2 The Election of 1984 687

30.3.3 The Reagan Doctrine 687

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   20 1/22/15   2:58 PM



Contents xxi

30.3.4  The Middle East and the Iran-Contra  
Scandal 688

30.4 Best of Times, Worst of Times 689

30.4.1 A Two-Tiered Society 690

30.4.2 The Feminization of Poverty 691

30.4.3 Sunbelt/Rustbelt Communities 691

30.4.4 Epidemics: Drugs, AIDS, Homelessness 693

30.4.5 Recession, Recovery, and Fiscal Crisis 693

30.5 Toward a New World Order 694

30.5.1 “A Kinder Gentler Nation” 694

30.5.2 The Collapse of Communism 694

30.5.3 The Persian Gulf War 695

30.5.4 The Economy and the Election of 1992 696

Conclusion • Key Terms • Timeline

 31  The United States in a Global  
Age 1992–Present 699

AMeriCAn CoMMuniTieS: 
Transnational Communities in San Diego  
and Tijuana 699

31.1 The Presidency of Bill Clinton 700

31.1.1 A “New Democrat” in the White House 701

31.1.2 The “Globalization” President 702

31.1.3 Presiding Over the Boom 703

31.1.4 High Crimes and Misdemeanors 703

31.2 Changing American Communities 704

31.2.1 New Media and Virtual Communities 704

31.2.2 The New Immigrants 705

CoMMuniTieS in ConFLiCT: illegal  
immigrants and the Border Fence 706

31.2.3 Growing Social Disparities 708

31.2.4 The Culture Wars 708

31.3  President George W. Bush and the War  
on Terror 709

31.3.1 The Election of 2000 709

31.3.2 Terrorist Attack on America 709

SeeinG HiSTory: The 9/11 Attacks 710

31.3.3 Reshaping U.S. Foreign Policy 711

31.3.4 Invasion of Iraq 711

31.3.5 Bush’s “Compassionate Conservatism” 713

31.3.6 The Great Recession 714

31.4 Barack Obama and the Audacity of Hope 715

31.4.1 The Election of 2008 715

31.4.2 Obama Takes Office 716

31.4.3 Republican Resurgence 2010 717

31.4.4 The 2012 Election 718

Key Terms • Timeline 

Appendix A-1

Credits C-1

index i-1

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   21 1/22/15   2:58 PM



A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   22 1/22/15   2:58 PM

This page intentionally left blank



xxiii

Communities in Conflict

Chapter 1: The Origins of Foodways 6
An Arapaho Legend

A Penobscot Legend

Chapter 2:  The Debate Over the Justice of the 
Conquest 28

The Indians Are Natural Slaves

The Indians Are Our Brothers

Chapter 3: The Maypole at Merrymount 48
The Lord of Misrule

Lasses in Beaver Coats Come Away

Chapter 4: Two Views of the Middle Passage 66
William Snelgrave Defends His Treatment of Slaves

Olaudah Equiano Describes His Own Middle Passage

Chapter 5:  The Inoculation Controversy in Boston, 
1721 100

There are Destroying Angels

New and Useful Discoveries

Chapter 6: The Debate over Independence 126
Will You Rebel for a Cause So Trivial?

The Sun Never Shone on a Cause of Greater Worth

Chapter 7:  Washington and the Newburgh 
Conspiracy 144

The Army Has Its Alternative

In the Name of Our Common Country

Chapter 8: The Controversy over Ratification 158
George Washington Transmits the New Constitution 
to the Confederation Congress, September 17, 1787

Anti-Federalists in Massachusetts Respond,  
January 25, 1788

Chapter 9: Christianizing the Indian 185
A Missionary Society Defends Its Activities

Red Jacket Defends Native Religion

Chapter 10: Who Benefits from Slavery? 219
Senator James Henry Hammond Defends Slavery

Hinton Helper Exhorts White Southerners

Chapter 11: Indian Removal, Pro and Con 234
Andrew Jackson’s Message on Indian Removal

Senator Theodore Frelinghuysen Responds

Chapter 12:  Two Mill Girls Disagree about 
Conditions at Lowell 260

Sarah: The Pleasures of Factory Life

Amelia: Some of the Beauties of Our Factory 
System—Otherwise, Lowell Slavery

Chapter 13: When Women Speak Up 284
The Pastoral Letter Condemns Women in Public 
Life

The Abolitionist Maria Weston Chapman’s Rhyming 
Response

Chapter 14:  The Sectional Split over the Expansion 
of Slavery 308

John C. Calhoun: Let Us Be Done with  
Compromises

David Wilmot Replies: Defeat Today Will But Arouse 
the Teeming Millions

Chapter 15: The Debate over Immigration 329
From The Crisis, or, the Enemies of America Unmasked

Remarks by Senator William Seward during a Senate 
Debate about the Know-Nothing “Creed”

Chapter 16:  The Limits of Civil Liberties in 
Wartime 352

The Press Supports Vallandigham

Lincoln Responds

Chapter 17: The Ku Klux Klan in Alabama 376
Movements of the Mystic Klan, from the Shelby 
County Guide, December 3, 1868

George Houston’s Testimony, Montgomery, 
October 17, 1871

Chapter 18:  The Carlisle Indian Industrial 
School 404

Richard Henry Pratt Explains How He Made Indian 
Children “White”

Luther Standing Bear Remembers Being Made 
“White”

Chapter 19:  Regulating the Conditions and 
Limiting the Hours of Labor in the 
State of Illinois 418

Florence Kelley’s proposal for the Illinois Factory and 
Workshop Inspection Act, 1893

Factory Act Declared Unconstitutional: Opinion of 
Supreme Court of Illinois, March 18, 1895

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   23 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xxiv Communities in Conflict

Chapter 20: Two Sides of Anti-Imperialism 452
Andrew Carnegie, Anti-Imperialist: America Cannot 
Absorb Alien Populations (August 1898)

Josephine Shaw Lowell, Anti-Imperialist: America 
Must Not Wage Unjust Wars (ca. 1900)

Chapter 21:  Debating Prohibition in Progressive-
Era Ohio 466

Percy Andreae: “Behind the Mask of Prohibition” (1915)

Prohibitionist James A. White: “Give Me Your Boy” 
(1918)

Chapter 22: The War at Home in Wisconsin 500
Professor E. A. Schimler Is Tarred and Feathered 
(April 1, 1918)

Victor Berger: “In the Land of the Free and the Home 
of the Brave” (October 19, 1918)

Chapter 23:  The Scopes Trial in Dayton, 
Tennessee 524

William Jennings Bryan’s Undelivered Speech to the Jury

H. L. Mencken in the Baltimore Evening Sun  
(July 27, 1925)

Chapter 24:  Californians Face the Influx of “Dust 
Bowl” Migrants 546

“Squatter Army Wages Grim Battle for Life”

Thomas McManus, California Citizens’ Associations: 
California “Indigents Peril”

Chapter 25:  On Deploying the Atomic Bomb 576
July 3, 1945: A Petition to the President of the United 
States

Teller’s Response to Szilard

Chapter 26: Congress and the Red Scare 592
Senator Joseph McCarthy Charges That Communists 
Riddle the State Department, Wheeling, West 
Virginia (February 9, 1950)

Senator Margaret Chase Smith Announces Her 
Declaration of Conscience (June 1, 1950)

Chapter 27:  Integrating Levittown, 
Pennsylvania 612

“Police Rout 400 at Negro’s Home” (August 20, 
1957)

Reactions: “When a Negro Family Moved into a 
White Community” (August 30, 1957)

Chapter 29:  The Prospects for Peace in Vietnam, 
April 1965 654

President Lyndon Johnson Calls for “Peace without 
Conquest” (April 7, 1965)

SDS President Paul Potter, “Naming the System” 
(April 17, 1965)

Chapter 30: Three Mile Island, Pennsylvania 678
Environmental Activist Jane Lee Opposes Nuclear 
Power (1980)

Pennsylvania Governor Richard Thornburgh Recalls 
the Three Mile Island Accident (2003)

Chapter 31:  Illegal Immigrants and the Border 
Fence 706

Governor Bill Richardson Urges Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform (December 7, 2006)

Law Professor Jan C. Ting Considers “Immigration, 
National Security, and the Need for a Border Fence” 
(2005)

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   24 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xxv

Chapter 1:  An Early European Image of Native 
Americans 13

Chapter 2:  A Watercolor from the First 
Algonquian–English Encounter 36

Chapter 3: Seeing History 41

Chapter 4:  A Musical Celebration in the Slave 
Quarters 73

Chapter 5:  A Plan of an American New Cleared 
Farm 91

Chapter 6:  The Bostonians Paying the Excise-Man, 
or Tarring and Feathering 118

Chapter 7:  The Surrender of Lord Cornwallis 139

Chapter 8:  The Columbian Tragedy 164

Chapter 9:  “A Scene on the Frontiers as Practiced 
by the ‘Humane’ British and their  
‘Worthy’ Allies” 190

Chapter 10:  “Gordon under Medical 
Inspection” 216

Chapter 11:  President’s Levee, or all Creation 
Going to the White House 230

Chapter 12:  Industrialization and Rural Life 248

Chapter 13:  P.T. Barnum’s Famous “Curiosity:” 
General Tom Thumb 272

Chapter 14:  War News from Mexico 304

Chapter 15:  Brooks Beats Sumner 322

Chapter 16:  Come and Join Us Brothers 348

Chapter 17:  Changing Images of Reconstruction 373

Chapter 18:  The Legendary Cowboy:  
Nat Love, Deadwood Dick 395

Chapter 19:  The Standard Oil Company 414

Chapter 20:  The White Man’s Burden 446

Chapter 21:  Photographing Poverty  
in the Slums of New York 458

Chapter 22:  Selling War 490

Chapter 23:  Creating Celebrity 515

Chapter 24:  Documenting Hard Times in Black and 
White and Color 553

Chapter 25:  Norman Rockwell’s “Rosie, the 
Riveter” 563

Chapter 26:  The Hollywood Film Invasion, 
U.S.A 595

Chapter 27:  Televising a National Tragedy 624

Chapter 28:  Visualizing Civil Rights 633

Chapter 29:  Kim Phuc, Fleeing a Napalm Attack 
near Trang Bang 670

Chapter 30:  The Inaugurations of Carter and 
Reagan 685

Chapter 31:  The 9/11 Attacks 710

Seeing History

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   25 1/22/15   2:58 PM



A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   26 1/22/15   2:58 PM

This page intentionally left blank



xxvii

Maps

Migration Routes from Asia to America 3

Native North American Culture Areas and Trade 
Networks, ca. 1400 ce 5

Population Density of Indian Societies in The Fifteenth 
Century 14

Indian Groups in The Areas of First Contact 15

Western Europe in the Fifteenth Century 23

The Invasion of America 26

The Columbian Exchange 30

European Exploration, 1492–1591 31

New Mexico in the Seventeenth Century 40

New France in the Seventeenth Century 42

European Colonies of the Atlantic Coast, 1607–1639 43

The Proprietary Colonies 52

Spread of Settlement: British Colonies, 1650–1700 53

The African Slave Trade 62

Slave Colonies of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth 
Centuries 63

Triangular Trade Across the Atlantic 76

Regions in Eighteenth-Century North America 85

Growing Use of the Horse by Plains Indians 86

The French Crescent 89

Spread of Settlement: Movement Into the Backcountry, 
1720–1760 92

Ethnic Groups in Eighteenth-Century British North 
America 95

The War For Empire in North America, 1754–1763 108

European Claims in North America, 1750 and 1763 110

Demonstrations Against the Stamp Act, 1765 114

The Québec Act of 1774 119

The First Engagements of the Revolution 121

Campaign For New York and New Jersey,  
1775–1777 134

Northern Campaigns, 1777–1778 134

Fighting in The West, 1778–1779 137

Fighting in the South, 1778–1781 138

State Claims to Western Lands 140

North America after the Treaty of Paris, 1783 142

The Northwest Territory and the Land Survey System of 
the United States 146

The Ratification of the Constitution, 1787–1790 157

Spread of Settlement: The Backcountry Expands,  
1770–1790 162

Spanish Claims to American Territory, 1783–1795 163

The Election of 1800 169

North America in 1800 175

Louisiana Purchase 182

Indian Removals and Resistance, 1790–1814 187

The War of 1812 189

Spread of Settlement: Westward Surge, 1800–1820 192

John Quincy Adams’s Border Treaties 196

The Missouri Compromise 197

The South Expands, 1790–1850 202

Internal Slave Trade, 1820–1860 204

Population Patterns in the South, 1850 218

The Election of 1824 226

The Election of 1828 229

Southern Indian Cessions and Removals, 1830s 235

The Election of 1840 239

Travel Times, 1800 and 1857 246

Commercial Links: Rivers, Canals, Roads, 1830, and Rail 
Lines, 1850 249

Commercial Links: The Old Northwest, 1830, 1860 253

Lowell, Massachusetts, 1832 255

Distribution of Foreign-Born Residents of the United 
States in 1860 269

Reform Movements in the Burned-Over District 280

Exploration of the Continent, 1804–1830 290

Indian Territory before the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 
1854 292

The Overland Trails, 1840 294

Texas: From Mexican Province to U.S. State 299

The Mexican-American War, 1846–1848 301

Territory Added, 1845–1853 303

California in the Gold Rush 305

U.S. Population and Settlement, 1850 313

The Compromise of 1850 315

The Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854 320

The Election of 1856 324

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   27 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xxviii Maps

The Election of 1860 330

The South Secedes 332

Overall Strategy of the Civil War 343

Major Battles in the East, 1861–1862 344

Major Battles in the Interior, 1862–1863 344

The Turning Point, 1863 354

The Final Battles In Virginia, 1864–1865 357

Reconstruction of the South, 1866–1877 367

The Barrow Plantation, Oglethorpe County, Georgia, 
1860 and 1881 (approx. 2,000 acres) 372

Southern Sharecropping and the Cotton Belt, 1880 379

The Election of 1876 382

 Oklahoma Territory 386

Major Indian Battles and Indian Reservations,  
1860–1900 388

Railroad Routes, Cattle Trails, Gold and Silver Rushes, 
1860–1900 391

Mormon Cultural Diffusion, ca. 1883 393

The Establishment of National Parks and Forests 401

Patterns of Industry, 1900 412

Population of Foreign Birth by Region, 1880 422

Strikes by State, 1880 438

Election of 1896 444

The American Domain, ca. 1900 448

The Spanish-American War 450

Immigration to the United States, 1901–1920 468

The Election of 1912 478

The United States in the Caribbean, 1865–1933 485

The Western Front, 1918 492

Black Population, 1920 527

The Election of 1928 529

The Election of 1932 537

The Dust Bowl, 1935–40 544

The New Deal and Water 547

The War in Europe 570

War in the Pacific 574

Divided Europe 583

The Election of 1948 589

The Korean War 598

The United States in the Caribbean, 1948–1966 608

The Election of 1960 619

The Civil Rights Movement 637

Impact of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 643

Urban Uprisings, 1965–1968 659

The Southeast Asian War 660

The Election of 1968 662

Major Indian Reservations, 1976 667

World’s Leading Oil Producers 676

The Election of 1976 680

The Election of 1980 684

The United States in Central America, 1978–1990 688

The United States in the Middle East in the 1980s 689

Population Shifts, 1970–1980 692

The Election of 2000 709

Invasion in Iraq 712

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   28 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xxix

Figures & Tables

North America’s Indian and Colonial Populations in the 
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries 29

Population Growth of the British Colonies in The 
Seventeenth Century 45

Africans Imported to Mainland British North America, 
1626–1800 64

Africans as a Percentage of Total Population of The 
British Colonies, 1650–1770 68

Value of Colonial Exports by Region, Annual Average, 
1768–1772 78

Population of North America in 1750 84

Estimated Total Population of New Spain, New France, 
and The British North American Colonies,  
1700–1800 95

The Ancestry of the British Colonial Population 96

Wealth Held by Richest 10 Percent of Population in 
British Colonial America, 1770 97

Eleven British Measures that Led to Revolution 112

Postwar Inflation, 1777–1780: The Depreciation of 
Continental Currency 154

The Trade Deficit with Great Britain 154

The First American Party System 166

American Export Trade, 1790–1815 178

Western Land Sales 193

Cotton Exports As a Percentage of all U.S. Exports,  
1800–1860 203

Distribution of Slave Labor, 1850 206

Slaveholding and Class Structure in the South, 
1830 213

Race Exclusions for Suffrage, 1790–1855 225

The Burgeoning of Newspapers 227

Pre—Civil War Voter Turnout 228

The Second American Party System 238

Participation of Irish and German Immigrants in the 
New York City Workforce for Selected Occupations, 
1855 273

Per Capita Consumption of Alcohol, 1800–1860 278

Overland Emigration to Oregon, California, and Utah, 
1840–1860 295

Expansion Causes the First Splits in the Second 
American Party System 307

Political Parties Split and Realign 323

The Irrepressible Conflict 328

Comparative Resources, North and South, 1861 339

The Casualties Mount Up 349

Reconstruction Amendments to The Constitution,  
1865–1870 368

Machine Labor on the Farm, ca. 1880 398

Major Indian Treaties and Legislation of the Late 
Nineteenth Century 403

A Growing Urban Population 421

School Enrollment of Five- to Nineteen-Year-Olds,  
1870–1900 427

Falling Price of Wheat Flour, 1865–1900 437

African American Representation in Congress,  
1867–1900 445

Currents of Progressivism 457

The Great Migration: Black Population Growth in 
Selected Northern Cities, 1910–1920 499

Stock Market Prices, 1921–1932 508

Consumer Debt, 1920–1931 509

Immigration Trends to the United States by Continent/
Region, 1880–1930 521

Mexican Immigration to the United States in the 
1920s 526

Distribution of Total Family Income Among Various 
Segments of the Population, 1929–44 (in 
Percentages) 534

Key Legislation of the First New Deal (“Hundred 
Days,” March 9–June 16, 1933) 540

Key Legislation of the Second New Deal (1935–38) 541

Strikes and Lockouts in the United States,  
1940–1945 562

Major Cold War Policies 585

U.S. Birthrate, 1930–1980 593

Distribution of Total Personal Income among Various 
Segments of the Population, 1947–1970 (in 
percentages) 594

The Growth of the Suburbs, 1950–1970 611

L.A. County Population, 1920–1980 611

Landmark Civil Rights Legislation, Supreme Court 
Decisions, and Executive Orders 632

Comparative Figures on Life Expectancy at Birth by 
Race and Sex, 1950–1970 656

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   29 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xxx Figures & Tables

Comparative Figures on Infant Mortality by Race,  
1940–1970 657

Percent of Population below Poverty Level, by Race,  
1959–1969 657

Great Society: Major Legislation 658

Protest Movements of the 1960s 663

Women in the Workforce, 1940–1980 665

U.S. Military Forces in Vietnam and Casualties,  
1961–1981 668

Public Opinion on the War in Vietnam 669

Decline of U.S. Oil Consumption, 1975–1981 676

Union Membership, 1940–1990 677

Percentage Share of Aggregate Family Income,  
1980–1992 690

Share of Total Net Worth of American Families 690

Measures of Average Earnings, 1980–1992 (in 1990 
Dollars) 690

Number of Poor, Rate of Poverty, and Poverty Line,  
1979–1992 691

Net New Job Creation by Wage Level, 1979–1987 691

Median Family Income and Ratio to White, by 
Race, and Hispanic Origin, 1980–1992 (in 1992 
dollars) 691

Growth of Sunbelt Cities, 1940–1980 692

Federal Budget Deficit and National Debt,  
1970–1998 694

Continent of Birth for Immigrants, 1990–2000 705

Growing Income Inequality in the United States 719

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   30 1/22/15   2:58 PM



xxxi

Preface

Out of Many: A History of the American People, eighth edition, offers a distinc-
tive and timely approach to American history, highlighting the experiences of 
diverse communities of Americans in the unfolding story of our country. The 

stories of these communities offer a way of examining the complex historical forces 
shaping people’s lives at various moments in our past. The debates and conflicts sur-
rounding the most momentous issues in our national life—independence, emerging 
democracy, slavery, westward settlement, imperial expansion, economic depression, 
war, technological change—were largely worked out in the context of local communi-
ties. Through communities we focus on the persistent tensions between everyday life 
and those larger decisions and events that continually reshape the circumstances of 
local life. Each chapter opens with a description of a representative community. Some 
of these portraits feature American communities struggling with one another: African 
slaves and English masters on the rice plantations of colonial Georgia, or Tejanos and 
 Americans during the Texas war of independence. Other chapters feature portraits of 
communities facing social change: the feminists of Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, or 
the African Americans of Montgomery, Alabama, in 1955. As the story unfolds we find 
communities growing to include ever larger groups of Americans: the soldiers from ev-
ery colony who forged the Continental Army into a patriotic national force at Valley 
Forge during the American  Revolution, or the moviegoers who aspired to a collective 
dream of material prosperity and upward mobility during the 1920s.

Out of Many is also the only American history text with a truly continental per-
spective. With community vignettes from New England to the South, the Midwest 
to the far West, we encourage students to appreciate the great expanse of our nation. 
For example, a vignette of seventeenth century Santa Fé, New Mexico, illustrates the 
founding of the first European settlements in the New World. We present territorial 
expansion into the American West from the viewpoint of the Mandan villagers of the 
upper Missouri River of North Dakota. We introduce the policies of the Reconstruc-
tion era through the experience of African Americans in Hale County, Alabama. A 
continental perspective drives home to students that American history has never been 
the preserve of any particular region.

Out of Many includes extensive coverage of our diverse heritage. Our country is 
appropriately known as “a nation of immigrants,” and the history of immigration to 
America, from the seventeenth to the twenty-first centuries, is fully integrated into 
the text. There is sustained and close attention to our place in the world, with special 
emphasis on our relations with the nations of the Western Hemisphere, especially our 
near neighbors, Canada and Mexico. The statistical data in the final chapter has been 
completely updated with the results of the 2010 census.

In these ways Out of Many breaks new ground, but without compromising its cov-
erage of the traditional turning points that we believe are critically important to an 
understanding of the American past. Among these watershed events are the Revolu-
tion and the struggle over the Constitution, the Civil War and Reconstruction, and the 
Great Depression and World War II. In Out of Many, however, we seek to integrate the 
narrative of national history with the story of the nation’s many diverse communities. 
The Revolutionary and Constitutional period tested the ability of local communities 
to forge a new unity, and success depended on their ability to build a nation without 
compromising local identity. The Civil War and Reconstruction formed a second great 
test of the balance between the national ideas of the Revolution and the power of local 
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and sectional communities. The depression and the New Deal demonstrated the im-
portance of local communities and the growing power of national institutions during 
the greatest economic challenge in our history. Out of Many also looks back in a new 
and comprehensive way—from the vantage point of the beginning of a new century 
and the end of the Cold War—at the salient events of the last sixty five years and their 
impact on American communities. The community focus of Out of Many weaves the 
stories of the people and the nation into a single compelling narrative.

Out of Many, eighth edition, is completely updated with the most recent schol-
arship on the history of America and the United States. All the chapters have been 
extensively reviewed, revised, and rewritten. The final chapter details the tumultuous 
events of the new century, including a completely new section on the “war on terror,” 
and concluding with the national election of 2012. Throughout the book the text and 
graphics are presented in a stunning new design. 

What’s New to This Edition
With each edition of Out of Many we seek to strengthen its unique integration of the 
best of traditional American history with its innovative community-based focus and 
strong continental perspective. This new version is no exception.

REVEL™
Educational technology designed for the way today’s students read, think, and learn.

When students are engaged deeply, they learn more effectively and perform 
better in their courses. This simple fact inspired the creation of REVEL: an im-
mersive learning experience designed for the way today’s students read, think, 
and learn. Built in collaboration with educators and students nationwide, REVEL 
is the newest, fully digital way to deliver respected Pearson content.

REVEL enlivens course content with media interactives and assessments—
integrated directly within the authors’ narrative—that provide opportunities for 
students to read about and practice course material in tandem. This immersive 
educational technology boosts student engagement, which leads to better under-
standing of concepts and improved performance throughout the course.

Learn more about REVEL  
http://www.pearsonhighered.com/revel/
Rather than simply offering opportunities to read about and study U.S. history, 
REVEL facilitates deep, engaging interactions with the concepts that matter most. 
For example, when accessing primary source documents, students are able to access 
documents integrated within applicable chapter material, instead of launching out 
to another site. REVEL engages students directly and immediately, which leads to a 
better understanding of course material. A wealth of  student and instructor resources 
and interactive materials can be found within REVEL. Some of our favorites include: 

Learning Outcomes
New text-specific Learning Outcomes inform each chapter, with outcomes correlated 
to unique chapter features and activities.

Videos
New text-specific videos in every chapter bring American Communities vignettes to 
life, and offer section summaries.
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Primary Source Documents
Up to five new primary source document excerpts are integrated within each chapter, 
 further illustrating section contents.

Interactive Maps
Many maps offer interactive elements, such as toggles to  illustrate movement over 
time, as well as clickable map keys and pan/zoom capability.

Integrated Writing Opportunities
To help students connect chapter content with personal meaning, each chapter of-
fers three varieties of writing prompts: the Journal prompt, eliciting free-form topic-
specific responses addressing topics at the module level; the Shared Writing prompt, 
which encourages students to share and respond to each other’s brief response to 
high-interest topics in the chapter; and Chapter Essays drawn from primary source 
documents.

For more information about all of the tools and resources in REVEL and access to 
your own REVEL account for Out of Many, Eighth Edition, go to www.pearsonhighered 
.com/REVEL
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Special Features

Out of Many offers a wealth of special features and pedagogical aids that reinforce our 
narrative and helps students grasp key topics and concepts.

•	 Community and Diversity. This special introductory essay begins students’ jour-
ney into the narrative history that unfolds in Out of Many. The essay acquaints 
students with the major themes of the book and provides them with a framework 
for understanding American History. (pp. xliii–xlv)

•	 American Communities. Each chapter opens with a story that highlights the expe-
riences of diverse  communities of Americans as a way of examining the complex 
historical forces shaping people’s lives at  various  moments in our past.

•	 Communities in Conflict. This special feature highlights two primary sources that 
offer opposing voices on a controversial historical issue. With introductory source 
notes and critical thinking questions, ”Communities in Conflict” offers  students 
and instructors the opportunity to discuss how Americans have struggled to 
 resolve their differences at every point in our past.

•	 Seeing History. This feature helps students use visual culture for making sense of 
the past. These carefully chosen images, with critical thinking questions for inter-
pretation, include a broad array of fine art, drawings, political cartoons, advertise-
ments, and photographs. Encouraged to look at the image with an analytical eye, 
students will think critically about how visual sources can illuminate their under-
standing of American history and the important role visuals play in our knowledge 
of the past.

•	 Tables. Tables provide students with a summary of  complex issues.

•	 Photos and Illustrations. The abundant illustrations in Out of Many include exten-
sive captions that treat the images as visual primary source documents from the 
American past, describing their source and explaining their significance. In addi-
tion, the Seeing History feature in each chapter highlights a stunning visual and 
introduces students to the importance of visual documents in the study of history.

•	 Time Lines and Key Terms. A time line at the end of each chapter helps students 
build a framework of key events. Key Terms bolded within chapters help students 
review, reinforce, and retain the material in each chapter. 

A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   35 1/22/15   2:58 PM



A01_FARA8511_08_SE_FM.indd   36 1/22/15   2:58 PM

This page intentionally left blank



xxxvii

For Instructors and Students

Supplements for instructors Supplements for Students

instructor’s resource Center www.pearsonhighered 
.com/irc This website provides instructors with additional 
text-specific resources that can be downloaded for classroom 
use. Resources include the Instructor’s Resource Manual, 
PowerPoint presentations and the test item file. Register online 
for access to the resources for Out of Many.

www.coursesmart.com CourseSmart eTextbooks offer 
the same content as the printed text in a convenient online 
 format—with highlighting, online search, and printing capabili-
ties. You save 60% over the list price of the traditional book.
Books a la Carte These editions feature the exact same 
content as the traditional printed text in a convenient, three-
hole-punched, loose-leaf version at a discounted price—allow-
ing you to take only what you need to class. You’ll save 35% 
over the net price of the traditional book

instructor’s resource Manual Available at the Instructor’s 
Resource Center for download, www.pearsonhighered.com 
/irc, the Instructor’s Resource Manual contains chapter out-
lines, detailed chapter overviews, lecture outlines, topics for 
discussion, and information about audio-visual resources.

Library of American Biography Series www 
.pearsonhighered.com/educator/series/Library-of-
American-Biography/10493.page Pearson’s renowned 
series of biographies spotlighting figures who had a signifi-
cant impact on American history. Included in the series are 
Edmund Morgan’s The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John 
Winthrop, B. Davis Edmund’s Tecumseh and the Quest for 
Indian Leadership, J. William T. Youngs, Eleanor Roosevelt: 
A Personal and Public Life, and John R. M. Wilson’s Jackie 
Robinson and the American Dilemma.

Test item File Available at the Instructor’s Resource Center 
for download, www.pearsonhighered.com/irc, the Test Item 
File contains more than 2,000 multiple-choice, identification, 
matching, true-false, and essay test questions.

PowerPoint Presentations Available at the Instructor’s 
Resource Center for download, www.pearsonhighered 
.com/irc, the PowerPoints contain chapter outlines and  
full-color images of maps and art.

A Short Guide to Writing About History, 7/e Written by 
Richard Marius, late of Harvard University, and Melvin E. Page, 
Eastern Tennessee State University, this engaging and practi-
cal text explores the writing and researching processes, identi-
fies different modes of historical writing, including argument, 
and concludes with guidelines for improving style. iSBn-10: 
0205673708; iSBn-13: 9780205673704

MyTest Available at www.pearsonmytest.com, MyTest is 
a powerful assessment generation program that helps instruc-
tors easily create and print quizzes and exams. Questions and 
tests can be authored online, allowing instructors ultimate flexi-
bility and the ability to efficiently manage assessments anytime, 
anywhere! Instructors can easily access existing questions and 
edit, create, and store using simple drag-and-drop and Word-
like controls.

Prentice Hall American History Atlas This full-color histor-
ical atlas designed especially for college students is a valuable 
reference tool and visual guide to American history. This atlas 
includes maps covering the scope of American history from 
the lives of the Native Americans to the 1990s. Produced by 
a renowned cartographic firm and a team of respected histori-
ans, the Prentice Hall American History Atlas will enhance any 
American history survey course. iSBn: 0321004868; iSBn-
13: 9780321004864
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Community & Diversity

One of the most characteristic features of our country is its astounding variety. The 
American people include the descendants of native Indians; colonial Europeans of 
 British, French, and Spanish background; Africans; and migrants from virtually every 
country and continent. Indeed, at the beginning of the new century the United States 
is absorbing a flood of immigrants from Latin America and Asia that rivals the great 
tide of people from eastern and southern  Europe one hundred years before. What’s 
more, our  country is one of the world’s most spacious,  sprawling across than 3.6 mil-
lion square miles of territory. The  struggle to meld a single nation out of our many 
far-flung communities is what much of American history is all about. That is the story 
told in this book.

Every human society is made up of communities. A community is a set of rela-
tionships linking men, women, and their families to a coherent social whole that is 
more than the sum of its parts. In a community people develop the capacity for uni-
fied action. In a community people learn, often through trial and error, how to trans-
form and adapt to their environment. 

The sentiment that binds the members of a community together is the mother of 
group consciousness and ethnic identity. In the making of history, communities are far 
more important than even the greatest of leaders, for the community is the institution 
most capable of passing a distinctive historical tradition to future generations. 

Communities bind people together in multiple ways. They can be as small as 
local neighborhoods, in which people maintain face-to-face relations, or as large as 
the nation itself. This book examines American history from the perspective of com-
munity life—an ever-widening frame that has included larger and larger groups of 
Americans.

Networks of kinship and friendship, and connections across generations and 
among families, establish the bonds essential to community life. Shared feelings about 
values and history establish the basis for common identity. In communities, people 
find the power to act collectively in their own interest. But American communities 
frequently took shape as a result of serious conflicts among groups, and within com-
munities there was often significant fighting among competing groups or classes. 
Thus the term community, as we use it here, includes conflict and discord as well as 
harmony and agreement.

For decades Americans have complained about the “loss of community.” But 
community has not disappeared—it has been continuously reinvented. Until the late 
eighteenth century, community was defined primarily by space and local geography. 
But in the nineteenth century communities were reshaped by new and powerful his-
torical forces such as the marketplace,  industrialization, the corporation, mass im-
migration, mass media, and the growth of the nation-state. In the twentieth century, 
 Americans struggled to balance commitments to multiple communities. These were 
defined not simply by local  spatial arrangements, but by categories as varied as race 
and ethnicity, occupation, political affiliation, and consumer  preference. 

The “American Communities” vignettes that open each chapter reflect these 
transformations. Most of the vignettes in the pre–Civil War chapters focus on geo-
graphically defined communities, such as the ancient Indian city at  Cahokia, or the 
experiment in industrial urban planning in early nineteenth-century Lowell, Massa-
chusetts. Post–Civil War chapters explore different and more modern kinds of com-
munities. In the 1920s, movies and radio offered communities of identification with 
dreams of freedom, material success, upward mobility, youth and beauty. In the 
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1950s, rock ‘n’ roll music helped germinate a new national community of teenagers, 
with profound effects on the culture of the entire country in the second half of the 
twentieth century. In the late 1970s, fear of nuclear accidents like the one at Three 
Mile Island brought concerned citizens together in communities around the country 
and encouraged a  national movement opposing nuclear power. 

The title for our book was suggested by the Latin phrase selected by John 
 Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson for the Great Seal of the United 
States: E Pluribus Unum—”Out of Many Comes Unity.” These men understood that 
unity could not be imposed by a powerful central authority but had to develop 
out of mutual respect among Americans of different backgrounds. The revolution-
ary leadership expressed the hope that such respect could grow on the basis of 
a remarkable proposition: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” The 
national government of the United States would preserve local and state author-
ity but would guarantee individual rights. The nation would be strengthened by 
guarantees of difference.

“Out of Many” comes strength. That is the promise of America and the premise of 
this book. The underlying dialectic of American history, we believe, is that as a people 
we must locate our national unity in the celebration of the  differences that exist among 
us; these differences can be our strength, as long as we affirm the promise of the Decla-
ration. Protecting the “right to be different,” in other words, is absolutely fundamental 
to the continued existence of democracy, and that right is best protected by the exis-
tence of strong and vital communities. We are bound together as a nation by the ideal 
of local and cultural differences  protected by our common commitment to the values 
of the American Revolution.

Today those values are endangered by those who use the tactics of mass terror. In 
the wake of the September 11, 2001 attack on the United States, and with the continu-
ing threat of biological, chemical, or even nuclear assaults, Americans cannot afford 
to lose faith in our historic  vision. The thousands of victims buried in the smoking 
ruins of the World Trade Center included people from dozens of different ethnic and 
national groups. The United States is a multicultural and transnational society. We 
must rededicate ourselves to the protection and defense of the promise of diversity 
and unity.

Our history demonstrates that the promise has always been problematic. Cen-
trifugal forces have been powerful in the American past, and at times the country 
seemed about to fracture into its component parts. Our transformation from a col-
lection of groups and regions into a nation was marked by painful and often violent 
struggles. Our past is filled with conflicts between Indians and colonists, masters 
and slaves, Patriots and Loyalists, Northerners and Southerners, Easterners and 
Westerners, capitalists and workers, and sometimes the government and the people. 
War can bring out our best, but it can also bring out our worst. During World War 
II thousands of Japanese American citizens were deprived of their rights and locked 
up in isolated detention centers because of their ethnic background. Americans of-
ten appear to be little more than a contentious collection of peoples with conflicting 
interests, divided by region and background, race and class.

Our most influential leaders have also sometimes suffered a crisis of faith in the 
American project of “liberty and justice for all.” Thomas Jefferson not only believed 
in the inferiority of African Americans but feared that immigrants from outside the 
Anglo-American tradition might “warp and bias” the development of the nation “and 
render it a heterogeneous, incoherent, distracted mass.” We have not always lived up 
to the American promise and there is a dark side to our history. It took the bloodiest 
war in  American history to secure the human rights of African Americans, and the 
struggle for full equality for all our citizens has yet to be won. During the great influx 
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of immigrants in the early twentieth century, fears much like Jefferson’s led to move-
ments to Americanize the foreign born by forcing them, in the words of one leader, “to 
give up the languages, customs, and methods of life which they have brought with 
them across the ocean, and adopt instead the language, habits, and customs of this 
country, and the general standards and ways of American living.” Similar thinking 
motivated Congress at various times to bar the immigration of Africans, Asians, and 
other people of color into the country, and to force assimilation on American Indians 
by denying them the freedom to practice their religion or even to speak their own lan-
guage. Such calls for restrictive unity resound in our own day. 

But other Americans have argued for a more fulsome version of Americanization. 
“What is the American, this new man?” asked the French immigrant Michel Créve-
coeur in 1782. “A strange mixture of blood which you will find in no other country.” 
In America, he wrote, “individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of men.” 
A century later Crévecoeur was echoed by historian Frederick Jackson Turner, who 
believed that “in the crucible of the frontier, the immigrants were Americanized, liber-
ated, and fused into a mixed race, English in neither nationality nor characteristics. 
The process has gone on from the early days to our own.”

The process by which diverse communities have come to share a set of com-
mon American values is one of the most fundamental aspects of our history. It did 
not occur, however, because of compulsory Americanization programs, but because 
of free public education, popular participation in democratic politics, and the impact 
of popular culture. Contemporary America does have a common culture: we share a 
commitment to freedom of thought and expression, we join in the aspirations to own 
our own homes and send our children to college, we laugh at the same television pro-
grams or video clips on YouTube.

To a degree that too few Americans appreciate, this common culture resulted from 
a complicated process of mutual discovery that took place when different ethnic and 
regional groups encountered one another. Consider just one small and unique aspect 
of our culture: the barbecue. Americans have been barbecuing since before the be-
ginning of written history. Early settlers adopted this technique of cooking from the 
 Indians—the word itself comes from a native term for a framework of sticks over a fire 
on which meat was slowly cooked. Colonists typically barbecued pork, fed on Indian 
corn. African slaves lent their own touch by introducing the use of spicy sauces. The 
ritual that is a part of nearly every American family’s Fourth of July silently celebrates 
the heritage of diversity that went into making our common culture.

The American educator John Dewey recognized this diversity early in the last 
century. “The genuine  American, the typical American, is himself a hyphenated char-
acter,” he declared, “international and interracial in his make-up.” It was up to all 
Americans, Dewey argued, “to see to it that the hyphen connects instead of sepa-
rates.” We, the authors of Out of Many, endorse Dewey’s perspective.  “Creation comes 
from the impact of diversity,” the  American  philosopher Horace Kallen wrote about 
the same time. We also endorse Kallen’s vision of the  American  promise: “A democ-
racy of nationalities, cooperating  voluntarily and autonomously through common 
 institutions, . . . a multiplicity in a unity, an orchestration of mankind.” And now, let 
the music begin. 
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1

American Communities
Cahokia: Thirteenth-Century Life on the 
Mississippi
As the sun rose over the rich floodplain, the people of the 
riverbank city set about their daily tasks. Some went to 
shops where they manufactured tools, crafted pottery, 
worked metal, or fashioned ornamental jewelry—goods 
destined to be exchanged in the far corners of the continent. 
Others left their densely populated neighborhoods for the 
outlying countryside, where they worked the seemingly 

endless fields that fed the city. From almost any point peo-
ple could see the great temple that rose from the city center.

The Indian residents of this thirteenth-century city 
lived and worked on the east banks of the Mississippi 
River, across from present-day St. Louis, a place known 
today as Cahokia. In the thirteenth century, Cahokia was 
an urban cluster of 20,000 or 30,000 people. Its farm fields 
were abundant with corn, beans, and squash. The temple, 
a huge earthwork pyramid, covered fifteen acres at its base 
and rose as high as a ten-story building.

Chapter 1 

A Continent of Villages 
to 1500

Contents and Focus Questions
 1.1 The First American Settlers, p. 2 

What events led to the migration of Asian peoples 
into North America?

 1.2 The Development of Farming, p. 8 
What were the consequences of the development of 
farming for native communities?

 1.3 Farming in Early North America, p. 9 
What kinds of agricultural societies developed in 
North America?

 1.4 Cultural Regions of North America on the 
Eve of Colonization, p. 12 
What important differences were there between 
Indian societies in the Southwest, South, and 
Northeast on the eve of colonization?

The central plaza at Cahokia, as reimagined by the artist Michael Hampshire, who based the work on archaeological investigation.
Source: Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site.
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2 Chapter 1 

Cahokia

The vast urban complex of Cahokia, which at its height 
stretched six miles along the Mississippi River, flourished 
from the tenth to the fourteenth century. Its residents were 
not nomadic hunters but farmers, participants in a com-
plex agricultural culture that archaeologists term “Mis-
sissippian.” Hundreds of acres of crops fed the people of 
Cahokia, the largest urban community north of the Aztec 
civilization of central Mexico. Cahokia stood at the center 
of a long- distance trading system that linked it to other 
Indian communities over a vast area. Copper came from 
Lake Superior, mica from the southern Appalachians, and 
conch shells from the Atlantic coast. Cahokia’s specialized 
artisans were renowned for the manufacture of high-qual-
ity flint hoes, which were exported throughout the Missis-
sippi Valley.

Evidence suggests that Cahokia was 
a city-state supported by tribute and 
taxation. Like the awe-inspiring public 
works of other early urban societies in 
other parts of the world, most  notably 
the pyramids of ancient Egypt and the 
acropolis of Athens, the great temple 

mound of Cahokia was intended to showcase the city’s 
wealth and power. The mounds and other colossal public 
works at Cahokia were the monuments of a society ruled 
by a class of elite leaders. From their residences atop the 
mound, priests and chiefs looked down on their subjects 
both literally and figuratively.

The long history of North America before European 
colonization reveals that the native inhabitants developed 
a great variety of societies. Beginning as migrant hunting 
and gathering bands, they found ways to fine-tune their 
subsistence strategies to fit environmental possibilities and 
limitations. Communities in the highlands of Mexico in-
vented systems of farming that spread to all the regions 
where cultivation was possible. Not only the Aztecs of 

Mexico and the Mayans of Central America but 
also communities in the Southwest and the 
Mississippi Valley constructed densely 
settled urban civilizations. North Amer-
ica before colonization was, as historian 
Howard R. Lamar phrases it, “a continent 
of villages,” a land spread with thou-

sands of communities.

1.1  The First American 
Settlers

What events led to the migration of Asian peoples into 
North America?

“Why do you call us Indians?” a Massachusetts native 
complained to Puritan missionary John Eliot in 1646. 
 Christopher Columbus, who mistook the Taino people of 
the Caribbean for the people of the East Indies, called them 
“Indios.” Within a short time this Spanish word had passed 
into English as “Indians” and was commonly used to refer 
to all the native peoples of the Americas. Today anthropolo-
gists sometimes employ the term “Amerindians,” and oth-
ers use “Native Americans.” But in the United States most 
of the descendants of the original inhabitants refer to them-
selves as “Indian people.”

1.1.1 Who Are the Indian People?
At the time of their first contacts with Europeans at the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, the inhabitants of the 
Western Hemisphere represented more than 2,000 separate 
cultures, spoke several hundred different languages, and 
made their livings in scores of different environments. Just 
as the term “European” includes many nations, so the term 
“Indian” covers an enormous diversity among the peoples 
of the Americas.

A forensic artist reconstructed this bust from the skull of “Kennewick 
Man,” whose skeletal remains were discovered along the Columbia 
River in 1996. Scientific testing suggested that the remains were more 
than 9,000 years old.
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A Continent of Villages to 1500 3

No single physical type characterized all the peoples 
of the Americas. Although most had straight, black hair 
and dark, almond-shaped eyes, their skin color ranged 
from mahogany to light brown. Few fit the “redskin” de-
scriptions used by North American colonists of the eigh-
teenth and nineteenth centuries. Indeed, it was only when 
Europeans had compared Indian peoples with natives of 
other continents, such as Africans, that they seemed simi-
lar enough to be classified as a group.

Once Europeans realized that the Americas were in 
fact a “New World,” rather than part of the Asian conti-
nent, a debate began over how people might have moved 
there from Europe and Asia, where (according to the Bible) 
God had created the first man and woman. In 1590, the 
Spanish Jesuit missionary Joseph de Acosta reasoned that 
because Old World animals were present in the Americas, 
they must have crossed by a land bridge that could have 
been used by humans as well.

1.1.2 Migration from Asia
Acosta was the first to propose the Asian migration hy-
pothesis that is widely accepted today. Siberian and Amer-
ican Indian populations suggest that migrants to North 
America began leaving Asia approximately 30,000 years 
ago (see Map 1.1).

The migration was possible because during the last Ice 
Age, from 70,000 to 10,000 years ago, huge glaciers locked 
up massive volumes of water, and sea levels were as much 
as 300 feet lower than they are today. Asia and North 
America, now separated by the Bering Strait, were joined 
by a huge subcontinent of ice-free, treeless grassland, 
which geologists have named Beringia. Summers there 
were warm, and winters were cold but almost snow free, 
so there was no glaciation. It was a perfect environment for 
large mammals—mammoth and mastodon, bison, horse, 
reindeer, camel, and saiga (a goat-like antelope). Small 

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

PA C I F I C

O C E A N

Possible migration routes

Beringia

Glaciated areas

Land areas

Present-day coastline

Map 1.1 Migration Routes from Asia to America

During the Ice Age, Asia and North America were joined where the Bering Strait is today, forming 
a migration route for hunting peoples. Either by boat along the coast, or through a narrow corridor 
between the huge northern glaciers, these migrants began making their way to the heartland of the 
continent as much as 30,000 years ago.
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4 Chapter 1 

bands of Siberian hunter-gatherers were surely attracted 
by these animal populations.

Access to lands to the south, however, was blocked by 
huge ice sheets covering much of what is today Canada. 
How did the migrants get through those 2,000 miles of 
deep ice? The standard hypothesis is that with the warm-
ing of the climate and the end of the Ice Age, about 13,000 
bce (before the common era), glacial melting created an 
ice-free corridor—an original “Pan-American Highway”—
along the eastern front range of the Rocky Mountains. Us-
ing this thoroughfare, the hunters of big game reached the 
Great Plains as early as 11,000 bce.

Recently, however, new archaeological finds along 
the Pacific coast of North and South America have com-
plicated this hypothesis. Radiocarbon analysis of remains 
discovered at several newly excavated human sites sug-
gested dates of 12,000 bce or earlier. The most spectacular 
find, at Monte Verde in southern Chile, produced striking 
evidence of tool making, house building, and rock paint-
ing conservatively dated at 12,500 bce. A number of ar-
chaeologists believe that the people who founded these 
settlements moved south in boats along a coastal route—
an ancient “Pacific Coast Highway.”

There were two later migrations into North America. 
About 5000 bce the Athapascan people moved across 
Beringia and began to settle the forests in the northwest-
ern area of the continent. Eventually groups of  Athapascan 
speakers, the ancestors of the Navajos and Apaches, mi-
grated across the Great Plains to the Southwest. A third 
and final migration began about 3000 bce, long after 

Beringia had disappeared under rising seas, when a mari-
time  hunting people crossed the Bering Strait in small 
boats. The Inuits (also known as the Eskimos) colonized 
the polar coasts of the Arctic, the Yupiks the coast of south-
western Alaska, and the Aleuts the Aleutian Islands (which 
are named for them).

While scientists debate the timing and mapping of 
these various migrations, many Indian people hold to 
oral traditions that say they have always lived in North 
 America. Every culture has its origin stories, offering 
 explanations of the customs and beliefs of the group. 
A number of scholars believe these origin stories may 
shed light on ancient history. The Haida people of the 
Northwest Pacific coast tell of a time long ago when the 
offshore islands were much larger, but then the oceans 
rose, they say, and “flood tide woman” forced them to 
move to higher ground. Could these stories preserve a 
memory of the changes at the end of the Ice Age?

1.1.3  The Clovis Culture:  
The First Environmental 
Adaptation

The tools found at the earliest North American archaeolog-
ical sites, crude stone or bone choppers and scrapers, are 
similar to artifacts from the same period found in Europe 
or Asia. About 11,000 years ago, however, ancient Ameri-
cans developed a much more sophisticated style of making 
fluted blades and lance points, a tradition named “Clovis,” 
after the location of the initial discovery near Clovis, New 
Mexico, in 1926. In the years since, archaeologists have un-
earthed Clovis stone tools at sites throughout the continent 
all dating within 1,000 or 2,000 years of one another, sug-
gesting that the Clovis technology spread quickly through-
out the continent.

The evidence suggests that Clovis bands were mobile 
communities of foragers numbering perhaps thirty to fifty 
individuals from several interrelated families. They re-
turned to the same hunting camps year after year, migrat-
ing seasonally within territories of several hundred square 
miles. Camps found throughout the continent overlooked 
watering places that would attract game. Clovis blades 
have been found amid the remains of mammoth, camel, 
horse, giant armadillo, and sloth.

The global warming trend that ended the Ice Age 
dramatically altered the North American climate. About 
15,000 years ago the giant continental glaciers began to 
melt and the northern latitudes were colonized by plants, 
animals, and humans. Meltwater created the lake and river 
systems of today and raised the level of the surrounding 
seas, flooding not only Beringia but also vast stretches of 
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, creating fertile tidal pools and 
offshore fishing banks.

Clovis spear points on display at the Royal Tyrrell Museum in 
 Alberta, Canada. They are typical of thousands of stone points archae-
ologists have found all over the continent, dating from a period about 
12,000 years ago. Inserted in a shaft, these points made effective weap-
ons for hunting mammoth and other big game. The ancient craftsmen 
who made these points often took advantage of unique qualities of 
the stone they were working to enhance their aesthetic beauty.
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1.1.4  New Ways of Living  
on the Land

These huge transformations produced new patterns of 
wind, rainfall, and temperature, reshaping the ecology of 
the entire continent and gradually producing the distinct 
North American regions of today (see Map 1.2). The great 
integrating force of a single continental climate faded, and 
with its passing the continental Clovis culture fragmented 
into a number of different regional patterns.

The retreat of the glaciers led to new ways of find-
ing food: hunting in the Arctic, foraging in the arid 

deserts, fishing along the coasts, hunting and gather-
ing in the forests (see Communities in Conflict). These 
developments took place roughly 10,000 to 2,500 
years ago, during what archaeologists call the  Archaic 
period.

HuNtINg trAdItIoNs One of the most important 
 effects of this massive climatic shift was the stress it placed 
on the big-game animals best suited to an Ice Age environ-
ment. The archaeological record documents the extinc-
tion of thirty-two classes of large New World mammals. 
 Changing climatic conditions lowered the reproduction 
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Map 1.2 Native North American Culture Areas and Trade Networks, ca. 1400 ce

All peoples must adjust their diet, shelter, and other material aspects of their lives to the physical 
conditions of the world around them. By considering the ways in which Indian peoples developed 
distinct cultures and adapted to their environments, anthropologists developed the concept of 
“culture areas.” They divide the continent into nine fundamental regions that have greatly influenced 
the history of North America over the past 10,000 years. Just as regions shaped the lifeways and 
history of Indian peoples, after the coming of the Europeans they nurtured the development of 
regional American cultures. By determining the origin of artifacts found at ancient sites, historians 
have devised a conjectural map of Indian trade networks. Among large regional centers and smaller 
local ones, trade connected Indian peoples of many different communities and regions.
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Communities in Conflict

myths offer explanations for the order of things, including foodways

The Origins of Foodways
One of the functions of myth is to offer explanations for the 
order of things, including foodways. Native foragers told tales 
that explained the origins of hunting. A myth common to many 
tribes on the Great Plains, here in a tale told to a nineteenth-
century ethnographer by a Northern Arapaho of Wyoming, re-
lates the story of male culture heroes, who as a result of their 
vision quests learn the essential skills of hunting, butchering, 
and cooking buffalo, the all-nourishing sacred food. Farming 
tribes, on the other hand, told stories in which hunting alone 

is not sufficient to feed the people. Thus, the spirit world pro-
vides them with the gift of corn. Such stories about the origins 
of corn are widespread wherever farming was important. The 
story printed here, told by the Penobscot of Maine in the early 
twentieth century, explains the willing self-sacrifice of First 
Mother on behalf of her children.

•	 What do these two myths suggest about the roles of 
men and women?

An Arapaho Legend
A man tried to think how the Arapahos might kill buffalo. 
He was a hard thinker. He would go off for several days and 
fast. He did this repeatedly. At last he dreamed that a voice 
spoke to him and told him what to do. He went back to the 
people and made an enclosure of trees set in the ground with 
willows wound between them. At one side of the enclosure, 
however, there was only a cliff with rocks at the bottom. 
Then four runners were sent out to the windward of a herd 
of buffalo, two of them on each side. They headed the buf-
falo and drove them toward the enclosure and into it. Then 
the buffalo were run about inside until a heavy cloud of dust 
rose and in this, unable to see, they ran over the precipice 
and were killed. . . .

The people had nothing to cut up meat with. A man 
took a buffalo shoulder blade and with flint cut out a narrow 
piece of it. He sharpened it, and thus had a knife. Then he 
also made a knife from flint by flaking it into shape. All the 
people learned how to make knives.

This man also made the first bow and arrows. He 
made the arrow point of the short rib of a buffalo. Having 
made a bow and four arrows, he went off alone and waited 

in the timber at a buffalo path. A buffalo came and he shot: 
the arrow disappeared into the body and the animal fell 
dead. Then he killed three more. He went back to camp 
and told the people: “Harness the dogs; there are four 
dead buffalo in the timber.” So from this time the people 
were able to get meat without driving the buffalo into an 
enclosure.

The people used the fire drill. A man went off alone and 
fasted. He learned that certain stones, when struck, would 
give a spark and that this spark would light tinder. He gath-
ered stones and filled a small horn with soft, dry wood. Then 
he went home. His wife said to him: “Please make a fire.” He 
took out his horn and his flint stones, struck a spark, blew it, 
put grass on it, and soon, to the astonishment of all who saw 
it, had a fire. This was much easier than using the fire drill, 
and the people soon all did it.

These . . . were the ones who brought the people to the 
condition in which they now live.

George Amos Dorsey and Alfred L. Kroeber, Traditions of the Arapaho 
(1903).

A Penobscot Legend
. . . The people increased until they were very many, 
and there came a famine among them; and then the first 
mother grew more and more sorrowful. . . . There came 
seven little children that stood in front of them and looked 
into the woman’s face, saying, “We are hungry, and the 
night will soon be here. Where is the food?” Then the 
woman’s tears ran down, and she said, “Be quiet, little 
ones; in seven moons you shall be filled and shall hunger 
no more.”

The husband reached out his hand and wiped away her 
tears and said, “My wife, what can I do to make you happy?” 
And she answered, “Take my life.”

“I cannot take your life,” said the man; “will nothing 
else make you happy?”

“Nothing else,” she answered, “Nothing else will make 
me happy. . . . When you have slain me, let two men lay 
hold of my hair and draw my body all around a field, and 
when they have come to the middle of the field, there let 
them bury my bones. Then they must come away; but when 
seven moons have passed let them go again to the field 
and gather all that they find, and eat; it is my flesh; but you 
must save a part of it to put in the ground again. My bones 
you cannot eat, but you may burn them, and the smoke will 
bring peace to you and your children.”
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On the morrow when the sun was rising the man 
slew his wife; and, as she had bidden, men drew her body 
all about an open field, until the flesh was worn away, and 
in the middle of the field they buried her bones. But when 
seven moons had gone by, and the husband came again 
to that place, he saw it all filled with beautiful tall plants; 
and he tasted the fruit of the plants and found it sweet, 
and he called it “Skar-mu-nal,” corn. And on the place 
where her bones were buried he saw a plant with broad 
leaves, bitter to the taste, and he called it “Utar-Mur-wa-
yeh,” tobacco.

. . . He gave thanks to the Great Spirit and said, “Now 
have the first words of the first mother come to pass, for 
she said she was born of the leaf of the beautiful plant, 
and that her power should be felt over the whole world, 

and that all men should love her. And now that she is 
gone into this substance, take care that this, the second 
seed of the first mother, be always with you, for it is her 
flesh. Her bones also have been given for your good; burn 
them, and the smoke will bring freshness to the mind. And 
since these things came from the goodness of a woman’s 
heart, see that you hold her always in memory; remember 
her when you eat, remember her when the smoke of her 
bones rises before you. And because you are all brothers, 
divide among you her flesh and her bones—let all shares 
be alike—for so will the love of the first mother have been 
fulfilled.”

Source: Natalie Curtis Burlin, The Indians’ Book: Songs and Legends of the 
American Indians (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1907), 4–6.

and survival rates of these large mammals, forcing hunting 
bands to intensify their hunting.

As the other large-mammal populations declined, 
hunters on the Great Plains concentrated on the herds of 
American bison (known more familiarly as buffalo). To 
hunt these animals, people needed a weapon. In archae-
ological sites dating from about 10,000 years ago, a new 
style of tool is found mingled with animal remains. This 
technology, named “Folsom” (for the site of the first ma-
jor find near  Folsom, New Mexico) was a refinement of 
the Clovis culture that featured more delicate but deadlier 
spear points. Hunters probably hurled the lances to which 
these points were attached with wooden spear-throwers, 
attaining far greater momentum than possible using their 
arms alone.

These archaeological finds suggest the growing 
complexity of early Indian communities. Hunters fre-
quently stampeded herds of bison into canyon traps or 
over cliffs. At one such kill site in southeastern  Colorado, 
dated at about 6500 bce, archaeologists uncovered the 
remains of nearly 200 bison that had been slaughtered 
and then systematically butchered on a single occasion. 
Such tasks required a sophisticated division of labor 
among dozens of men and women and the cooperation 
of a number of communities. Taking food in such great 
quantities also suggests a knowledge of basic preserva-
tion techniques.

desert Culture In the Great Basin, the warming 
trend created a desert where once there had been enormous 
inland seas. Here Indian people developed what anthro-
pologists call “desert culture,” a way of life based on the 
pursuit of small game and the intensified foraging of plant 
foods. Small communities of desert foragers migrated sea-
sonally within a small range.

Archaeologists today find the artifacts of desert forag-
ers in the caves and rock shelters in which they lived. In 
addition to stone tools, there are objects of wood, hide, and 
fiber, wonderfully preserved for thousands of years in the 
dry climate.

The innovative practices of Desert culture gradu-
ally spread from the Great Basin to the Great Plains and 
the Southwest, where foraging for plant foods began to 
supplement hunting. About 6,000 years ago, these tech-
niques were carried to California, where, in the natural 
abundance of the valleys and coasts, communities devel-
oped economies capable of supporting some of the densest 
populations and the first permanently settled villages in 
North America. Another dynamic center developed along 
the coast of the Pacific Northwest, where Indian communi-
ties developed a way of life based on the abundance of fish 
and sea mammals. Densely populated and permanently 
settled communities developed there as well.

Forest eFFICIeNCy There were similar trends east 
of the Mississippi. In the centuries prior to colonization 
and settlement by Europeans, the whole of eastern North 
 America was a vast forest. Communities of native people 
achieved a comfortable and secure life by developing a 
sophisticated knowledge of the rich and diverse available 
resources, a principle anthropologists term “forest effi-
ciency.”

Archaeological sites in the East suggest that during 
the late Archaic period community  populations grew and 
settlements became increasingly permanent,  providing 
convincing evidence of the practicality of forest efficiency. 
The different roles of men and women were reflected in the 
artifacts these peoples buried with their dead: axes, fish-
hooks, and animal bones with males; nut-cracking stones, 
beads, and pestles with females.
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1.2  The Development 
of Farming

What were the consequences of the development of 
farming for native communities?

At the end of the Stone Age, communities in different re-
gions of the world independently created systems of farm-
ing, each based on a unique staple crop: rice in Southeast 
Asia, wheat in the Middle East, potatoes in the Andean 
highlands of South America, and maize (what Americans 
call “corn”) in Mexico. The dynamic center of this devel-
opment in North America was in the highlands of Mexico, 
from which the new technology spread north and east.

1.2.1 Origins in Mexico
Archaeological evidence suggests that plant cultivation in 
the highlands of central Mexico began about 5,000 years 
ago. Ancient Mexicans developed crops that responded 
well to human care and produced larger quantities of food 
in a limited space than did plants growing in the wild. 
Maize was particularly productive.

As farming became increasingly important, it radi-
cally reshaped social life. Farming provided not only the 
incentive for larger families (more workers for the fields) 
but also the means to feed them. People became less mo-
bile, built more substantial residences near their crops, and 
developed more effective means of storage. Villages grew 
into towns and eventually into large, densely settled com-
munities like Cahokia. Autumn harvests had to be stored 
during winter months, and the storage and distribution of 
food had to be managed. The division of labor increased 
with the appearance of specialists like toolmakers, craft 
workers, administrators, priests, and rulers.

By 1000 bce urban communities governed by perma-
nent bureaucracies had begun to form in Mesoamerica, the 
region stretching from central Mexico to Central  America. 
By the beginning of the first millennium ce (common 
era), highly productive farming was supporting complex 
urban civilizations in the Valley of Mexico (the location 
of  present-day Mexico City), the Yucatan Peninsula, and 
other parts of Mesoamerica. Like many of the ancient civi-
lizations of Asia and the Mediterranean, these Mesoameri-
can civilizations were characterized by the concentration 
of wealth and power in the hands of an elite class of priests 
and rulers, the construction of impressive temples and 
other public structures, and the development of systems 
of mathematics and astronomy and several forms of hiero-
glyphic writing. These civilizations also engaged in war-
fare between states and practiced ritual human sacrifice.

The great city of Teotihuacan in the Valley of Mexico, 
which emerged about 100 bce, had a population of as many 
as 200,000 at the height of its power around 500 ce. Teoti-
huacan’s leaders controlled an elaborate state-sponsored 
trading system that stretched from present-day Arizona 
to Central America and may have included coastal ship-
ping connections with the civilizations of Peru. Teotihua-
can began to decline in the sixth century, and by the eighth 
century it was mostly abandoned. A new empire, that of 
the Toltecs, dominated central Mexico from the tenth to 
the twelfth centuries. By the fourteenth century a people 
known as the Aztecs, migrants from the north, had settled 
in the Valley of Mexico and begun a dramatic expansion 
into a formidable imperial power. By the early fifteenth 
century an estimated 200,000 people lived in the Aztec 
capital, making it one of the largest cities in the world.

The Mayan peoples of the Yucatan Peninsula devel-
oped a group of competing city-states that flourished from 
about 300 bce until 900 ce. Their achievements included 
advanced writing and calendar systems and a sophisti-
cated knowledge of mathematics.

1.2.2 Increasing Social Complexity
In a few areas, farming truly did result in a revolutionary 
change in Indian communities, producing urban civilizations 

Mesoamerican maize cultivation, as illustrated by an Aztec artist  
for the Florentine Codex, a book prepared several decades after the  
Spanish conquest. The peoples of Mesoamerica developed a greater 
variety of cultivated crops than those found in any other region in 
the world, and their agricultural productivity helped sustain one of 
the world’s great civilizations.

Source:  The Art Archive at Art Resource, NY.
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like those in Mesoamerica or on the banks of the Mississippi 
at Cahokia. It is likely that among the first social transforma-
tions was the development of significantly more elaborate 
systems of kinship. Greater population density prompted 
families to group themselves into clans, and separate clans 
gradually became responsible for different social, political, or 
ritual functions. Clans may have been an important mecha-
nism for binding together the people of several communities 
into larger social units based on ethnic, linguistic, and terri-
torial unity. These “tribes” were headed by leaders or chiefs 
from honored clans, often advised by councils of elders.

Chiefs’ primary functions were the supervision of the 
economy, the collection and storage of the harvest, and the 
distribution of food to the clans. Inequalities were kept in 
check by redistribution according to principles of shar-
ing similar to those operating in foraging communities. 
Nowhere in North America did Indian cultures develop 
a concept of the private ownership of land or other re-
sources, which were usually considered the common re-
source of the people and were worked collectively.

Indian communities practiced a rather strict division of 
labor according to gender. In foraging communities, hunt-
ing was generally men’s work, while the gathering of food 
and the maintenance of home-base camps were the respon-
sibility of women. The development of farming may have 
challenged that pattern. Where hunting remained an im-
portant activity, women took responsibility for the growing 
of crops. But in areas like Mexico, where communities were 
almost totally dependent on cultivated crops for their sur-
vival, both men and women worked the fields.

In most North American Indian farming communities, 
women and men belonged to separate social groupings, 
each with its own rituals and lore. Membership in these 
gender societies was one of the most important elements of 
a person’s identity. Marriage ties, on the other hand, were 
relatively weak, and in most Indian communities  divorce 
was a simple matter.

Farming communities were far more complex than for-
aging communities, but they were also less stable. Grow-
ing populations demanded increasingly large surpluses of 
food, and this need often led to social conflict and warfare. 
Moreover, farming systems were especially vulnerable to 
changes in climate, such as drought, as well as to crises of 
their own making, such as soil depletion or erosion.

1.2.3 The Resisted Revolution
Some scholars describe the transition to farming as a revo-
lution. Their argument is that farming offered such obvi-
ous advantages that communities rushed to adopt it. But 
there is very little evidence to support the notion that 
farming was a clearly superior way of life. Anthropologists 
have demonstrated that farmers work considerably longer 
and harder than do foragers. Moreover, farmers depend on 

a relatively narrow selection of plants and animals for food 
and are vulnerable to famine.

Moreover, ignorance of cultivation was never the rea-
son communities failed to take up farming. All foraging 
cultures understand a great deal about plant reproduction. 
Paiutes of the Great Basin systematically irrigated stands 
of their favorite wild food sources. Cultures in different re-
gions assessed the relative advantages and disadvantages 
of adopting farming. In California and the Pacific North-
west, acorn gathering or salmon fishing made the cultiva-
tion of food crops seem a waste of time. In the Great Basin, 
there were attempts to farm but without much success. 
Before the invention of modern irrigation systems, which 
require sophisticated engineering, only the Archaic Desert 
culture could prevail in this harsh environment.

In the neighboring Southwest, however, farming re-
solved certain ecological dilemmas and transformed the 
way of life. Like the development of more sophisticated 
traditions of tool manufacture, farming represented an-
other stage in economic intensification (like the advance in 
tool making represented by Clovis technology) that kept 
populations and available resources in balance. It seems 
that where the climate favored it, people tended to adopt 
farming as a way of increasing the production of food, thus 
continuing the Archaic tradition of squeezing as much pro-
ductivity as they could from their environment.

1.3  Farming in Early 
North America

What kinds of agricultural societies developed  
in North America?

Maize farming spread north from Mexico into the area 
now part of the United States in the first millennium bce. 
Over time maize was adapted to a range of climates and its 
cultivation spread to all the temperate regions.

1.3.1 Farmers of the Southwest
Farming communities began to emerge in the arid South-
west during the first millennium bce. Among the first to 
develop a settled farming way of life was a culture known 
to archaeologists as Mogollon. These people farmed maize, 
beans, squash, and constructed ingenious food storage pits 
in permanent village sites along what is today the south-
ern Arizona–New Mexico border. Those pits may have 
been the precursors of what southwestern peoples today 
call kivas, sites of community religious rituals.

During the same centuries, a culture known as 
 Hohokam flourished in the region along the floodplain of 
the Salt and Gila rivers in southern Arizona. The  Hohokam, 
who lived in farming villages, built and maintained the 
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